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CAIRO fAP) — Egypt and Sudan, bickering nefebboms whose reUtkmi 

have deteriorated for two yean, met agom Tuesday 10 tty and resolve a 
loag^immeriiig boiler dispute. AB Mohammad Osman Yassin, Sudan’s 
MMUant foreign monster, met with President Hosni Mubarak’s chief 
po&icai adviser, Osama Al Baa. to (Sara Halaib, Ac tfisputed area, and 
other p pMems . Following the meeting, Mr. Yassin and Dr. Bar so un ded 
optimistic, and said their talks wooM condone for two more days. “We 
hope to reach a jrwd solution to tins subject, and we are now moving in a 
confial and healthy way," Mr. Yassin said. Dr. Bxz also spoke of ending 
the problem and said: “I befieve there shouldn't be disputes between 
brothers too difficult to solve.” Halaib is a t riang ular enclave at the 
eastern end of the Egypt-Sodan border overtooknig the Red Sea. Egypt 
claims Halaib under an 1899 agreement with Britain tint set tire frontier 
along the 22nd Parallel. Sudan, them a British-Egyptran conttemtemm, 
was oot a party to the pact. But Cairo gave the Sudanese administrative 
powers in the area in 1902 because Sudanese tribes inhabit the enclave. 
For its pen. Sudan’s military government dams Halaib k Sudanese. The 


capJoratkm concession off Halaib. Egypt immediately protested, axl 
the C anadian company' suspended its plans. ' 
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• Kuwait speaker 

r^sendJ'cable to Jordan 

AMMAN (R) — The weaker of 
. _ • ' Kuwait’s new paiiiainent, disre- 

; - gardmg frozen relations since die 

. • Gulf war, has exchanged courtesy 

7 messages with the speaker of 

" Jordan's Upper House, Ahmad 




Lawzi. The cable from Kuwait 


• L/. L 


n rec* 


■ - l - was believed to be the first public 
1C “ communication between the two 
countries since the war, in which 
Jordan (fid not join the western- 
led alliance against Iraq. The 
Kuwaiti speaker, Ahmad Al Saar 
do on, is an opposition figure who 
was speaker of the previous par- 
liament suspended in 1986. lbs 


/•sives _ _ 

a«* cable thanked Mr. Lawzi for a 

dgatl message of congratulations on his 
election. 


Israelis keep up fierce 
bombardment of Lebanon 

Tank forces move into southern Lebanon 


'Qatari ambassador 
^ back In Baghdad’ 

:• BAGHDAD (AP) — Qatar, 
which tike other Gulf Arab coun- 
' *5 fries has had strained relations 
with Iraq sipce the 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait, has restored its 
- 7 *. embassy in Baghdad to normal 
> status, the government said Tces- 
V:: day. The Information Ministry 

?■■£■* confirmed a report in tire news- 
. paper Al Iraq, which said Qatari 
Ambassador Mohammad Ben 
Rashid Al Khalifa returned to 
Baghdad Monday “after his 
country decided to reopen its 
- diplomatic mission in Iraq.” The 
move comes amid a border tfis- 
pnte between Qatar and Saudi* 
Arabia, which leads the six- 
nation Gulf Cooperation Council 
. (GCC) that also includes Kuwait, 

- Bahrain, Oman and the United 
’ Arab Emirates. 

: : Russian envoy to 
Bahrain dies 

.- ■ BAHRAIN (AP) — Russian 
Ambassador Anatoli Gav- 
riusbenko died of a heart attack 
„ . . at dawn Tuesday, tire Foreign 
3CT Sa'ari Ministry anhbu^di Re 
C'OSfeSC.'tl Th e ministry statement, arcu- 
lated by tire official Gulf News 
Agency, expressed condolences 
: and said the body would be flown 
borne Thursday. The statement 
7 stressed that the ambassador 
“worked with all seriousness and 
sincerity in developing relations 
of friendship” between the two 
... countries. 

. U.N. offers to help 
Mideast fight drugs 

' NICOSIA (R) — The head of a 
: - United Nations drug combating 
. agency told a conference of Arab 
. and Gulf stales in Tehran Tues- 
day be was ready to help regional 
..efforts to fight illegal trade in 
narcotics. Iran’s official news 

- agency IRNA said Giorgio 
Giacomelti, executive director of 

..the United Nations International 
.. .. Drag Control Programme, stres- 
sed the need for a regional re- 
„ . y spouse to counter drag smug- 
J-3‘ ^’ ^gting- “Because of the transitkm- 
-al character of drag production 
" ~ p- . - -;--;and trafficking, programmes 
* '■ “ ‘ "" ’ " should be pursued and harmo- 
nised at tie sub-regional aid 
regional levels,” IRNA quoted 
■ him as saying. 

Briton treated well in 
Baghdad jail 

LONDON (AP) — A Briton 
serving a 10 -year jail sentence in 
Baghdad for illegally entering 
raq is being treated well, 

. vfichael Wainwright’s sister said 
fuesday. In a letter home, Mr. 
Vainwrigbt said he was in good 

- pints and enjoying tire company 

- ■ if his cell mates, fellow Briton 

’aul- Ride and three Swedish 

- irisoners. Mr. Wain wright was 
nested in May after crossing 
rom Turkey into the Kurdish 

--tea of northern Iraq during a 
Dund-the-worid cycling trip. He 
'aid Iraqi guards let him in. 

-Igypttosfgnnew 
MF deal on time 

- ‘AIRO (R) — Egypt will sign a 

. sw economic reform agreement 

,ith the International Monetary 
(IMF) on schedule next 
;; $£ r * s: ®nth. Prime Minister Atef Sed- 
r said in remarks published 

uesday. “Prime Minister Atef 
xfld confirmed that Egypt wtQ 
•* •: !gin talks with the IMF early 
... art month and that the agree- 
ment between Egypt and the fond 
• U be signed next month and 

S I next January,” the semi- 
AJ Ahram reported. Mr. 

. dki’s comments were the first 
• . • iblic statement on sensitive 
•" gotiations with the IMF since a 
. un of ministers returned from 
ashmgton in September. 


TYRE, Lebanon (Agencies) — 
Israeli warplanes ami artillery 
Masted targets in Lebanon for a 
second day Tuesday in retaliation 
-for the bomb slaying of five 
Israeli soldiers and a rocket 
attack that lolled a teenager. 

The fighting came as the 
seventh round of Arab-Israeti 
peace talks was under way in 
Washington and played into the 
hands of hardliners on both sides. 

It also brought pleas to con- 
tinue searching for a peaceful 
solution to the bloody conflict 
that has divided tire region for 
four decades. 

Israel Radio said Israeli tanks 
crossed into the the Jewish state’s 
selft-styled “security zone” after 
tire attack but mffitmy sources 
denied there was mass movement 
into tire zone. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin vowed to avenge tire rock- 
et barrage but he said Israel 
would not stop jreace talks with 


Lebanon and other Arab neigh- 
bours. 

Israel Radio said twp hours 
after Mr?RaMn spoke that “an 
ar m ou red force” had crossed into 
tire zone where Israel has about 
1,000 troOps alongside 3,000 
allied Lebanese militiamen. 

It gave no other details in tire 
report winch cleared military cen- 
sorship. Israel does not normally 
release details of military opera- 
tions until they are over. Israel 
last thrust out of tire zone in 
fighting with Hizbollah guerrillas 
in February. 

An army spokesman said tanks 
and troops had moved northward 
within Israel but would not con- 
firm or deny the report by the 
radio, which broke into its sche- 
duled programmes with the news. 

“There is at tins time no inten- 
tion to carry out a widespread 
Israeli attack in Lebanon but if 
there continues to be a worsening 
in tire steps taken by tire terror- 


ists, tins policy wiD be reconsi- 
dered,” the source, who declined 
to be identified, told Renters. 

Reuter reporters at tire border 
said there had been no obvious 
troop movements or shelling 
since the Katyusha attack. 

A rocket crashed into a four- 
storey apartment building in a 
working-class area of Kiryat 
Shmona at dawn, ltiQing Vadim 
Shucfamann, an immigrant from 
the former Soviet Union who was 
sleeping on a porch. Five rela- 
tives were injured. 

In Lebanon, security sources 
said a rocket killed a Lebanese 
schoolteacher and his 18-month- 
old son in the “security zone.” 

Israeli warplanes hit Hizbollah 
targets in the Bekaa after the 
attack. 

The rocket attack followed a 
fierce Israeli air and artillery 
bombardment of South Lebanon 
on Monday — itself in retaliation 
for the killing of five Israeli sol- 


diers there on Sunday. Hizboliah 
said it blew up the soldiers in a 
road ambush. 

Israeli gunners pounded south- 
ern Lebanon overnight but by 
midday on Tuesday the border 
was quiet. 

Mr. Rabin told reporters an 
Israeli withdrawal from peace 
talks would be a victory for FEz- 
boQah which wanted to wreck the 
negotiations that began a year 
ago this week. 

At least 13 people have been 
killed and 35 wounded in Israel 
and Lebanon since the current 
wave of hostilities erupted Sun- 
day, authorities said. 

It was the heaviest confronta- 
tion since Februaiy when three 
weeks of fighting erupted after 
Israeli helicopters ambushed a 
convoy in Lebanon, killing 
Sheikh Abbas Musawi, leader erf 
the Iranian-backed Hizbollah. 

(Continued on page 5) 



Israeli tanks on carriers halt at the Lebanese 
border Tuesday before moving jfanto southern Leba- 


non to reinforce tbc troops already stationed there 
(AFP photo) 


Jordan, Israel still in agenda debate; 
Palestinians table human rights 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Jordan and laud Tuesday ex- 
changed views on the agenda of 
tire Jordaman-Isracli track in the 
Arab- Israeli peace talks currently 
underway in Washington, chief 
Jordanian negotiator Abdnl 
Salam AL Majah said.. ... 

He said the two sides ex- 
changed views cm an agenda that 
might be acceptable to both par- 
ties. 

“Proposals on the agenda were 
presented by both sides and there 
were attempts, to unify these 
proposals in a manner acceptable 
to the two parties,” he said. 

He ssdd some progress was 
achieved on some points in tire 
agenda, but stressed that progress 
should be made in drafting the 
agenda as a whole rather than in 


certain points in the agenda. 

“If tire same spirit uliich pre- 
vailed in today’s meeting con- 
tinues. we believe that we will 
soon reach agreement on a joint 
agenda,” he said. . 

Israeli and Palestinian peace 


would derail the talks,” Mr. Bnsb 
said. 

The president said he knew 
no thing about reports that Israeli 
tanks bad moved into Israel's 
self-designated “security zone” in 
southern Lebanon. 

pego tiatore. took: ap-thc- issue of lit the talks, the Israelis are 

unman rights In tire occupied' — 


territories while Israel’s military 
pounded guerrilla targets in re- ' 
tafia tory strikes inside Lebanon. 

President George Bush, in an 
interview on NBCs "Today” 
show, said Tuesday that he hoped 

tire peace talks would survive the 
latest outburst of vioktoce in tire 
Mideast. 

“I would hope that nothing 
would come up that would derail 
them. ... in ray view, they’ve 
gone far enough that no incident 


examining a 12-point Palestinian 
proposal for enhancing the pro- 
tection of human rights for 
Palestinians in the Israeli* 
occupied territories. 

After three hours of discussion 
Monday, the head of tire Palesti- 
nian delegation, Haidar Abdnl 
Shaft, told reporters the proposal 
includes guarantees against 
Israel’s expulsion of Palestinians, 
demolition of homes, destroying 

(Couthuaed or page 5) 


Sahnoun 
quits as 
Somalia 
envoy 

MOGADISHU (AP) — The 
U.N. agency in Somalia Tuesday 
confirmed that its special envoy, 
who openly criticised the UJSI. 
relief operation to the starving 
country, has resigned. 

Diplomats at U.N. headquar- 
ters said Monday that they under- 
stood Mohammad Sahnoun was 
resigning after being repri- 
manded by Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali for criticising tire 
world body’s delay in set ' 
relief to Somalia. 

(CoBtimwd on page 5) 


Turkish armour rolls into 
Iraq to fight rebel Kurds 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey has 
seat tanks into northern Iraq to 
bolster its campaign against Kur- 

offidals^dn^^^ 8 
‘Tanks are generally used for 
deep inward thrusts but our aim is 
definitely not to advance further. 
This is a security operation that 
will cover only the border and its 
adjoining areas,” a senior unlit- 
ary officer told Renters. 

T stress that this operation is 
not meant to move the thrust 
deeper into Iraq.” 

Twenty Turkish tanks crossed 
the Hezil River that forms part of 
the border north of the Iraqi town 
of Zakfao Monday. 

Officials said the tank units bad 
linked up with Iraqi Kurdish 
guerrillas, completing a pcncer 


movement to dose off 
routes f or th e Kurdish Labour 
Party (FKK). 

Turkish planes and a bout 5 ,000 
troops are fighting the PKK in at 
least two oarer border regions, 
extending eastwards to the Ira- 
nian frontier. 

An Iraqi Knixfish leader in the 
town of Salahuddin said PKK 
forces to the east in the remote 
flakurk, valley where the borders 
of Iran,- Turkey and Iraq meet, 
bad asked for peace talks. 

“They sent ns a (radio) mes- 
sage out of desperation saying 
they wanted to talk,” Kurdish 
Democratic Party spokesman 
Kboshar Zaibari told reporters. 

Other reports bad 


(Centiaued on pap 5) 


3 Israelis 
wounded in 
West Bank 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinians 
wounded three Israelis in two 
attacks in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip Tuesday, 
the Esraelf army said . 1 

The attacks were the latest in a 
spate of violence in the occupied 
territories and South Lebanon 
since Middle East peace 
resumed in Washington last 
week. 

An army spokeswoman said 
unknown assailants shot and 
wounded an Israeli couple shop- 
ping at a market near the West 
Bank town of Jenin. The man was 
seriously wounded and his wife 
suffered light wounds. 

An army statement said the 
woman opened fire at the attack- 
era, who escaped. The army im- 
posed a curfew on the area which 
is just across the green line separ- 
ating Israel from the West ijank. 

At a Jewish settlement in the 
Gaza Strip, a Palestinian man 
backed an Israeli with an axe and 
lightly injured him, military 
sources said. He was rushed to a 
hospital in southern Israel. 

Israeli leaders say Palestinian 
hardliners are stepping op guer- 
rilla attacks to undermine the 
peace talks. 

On Monday, an Israeli farmer 
driving a tractor was injured by a 
firebomb in the occupied West 
Bank, the army said. 

“An Israeli citizen reported 
tonight be was hit by a firebomb 
while driving a tractor near the 
village of Hableh in the Tulkarm 
area,” a spokeswoman said. 

1 "The bomb ignited and the 
driver was injured. He was evacu- 
ated to hospital by Arab resi- 
dents. Jbe army imposed a cur- 
few on tire area and is conducting 
searches.” 


Jordan reaffirms quest 
for comprehensive peace 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
Tuesday reaffirmed Jordan’s 
commifrnent to achieving a com- 
prehensive solution to the Middle 
East conflict and stressed that 
separate solutions would weaken 
the Arab stand and can by no 
means lead to the aspired peace. 

“Jordan firmly believes in a 
just and comprehensive peace 
which can benefit aD Arab coun- 
tries” Sharif Zeid said at a meet- 
ing with delegates attending a 
two-day confere n ce to Hifmff 
peace in the Middle East and 
issues of concern to the countries 
of the region. 

Jordan, he said, also strives to 
bring about Arab unity to protect 
common Arab i nte re sts.' 

The prime minister wished the 
conference and Arab peace 
groups success in achieving the 
objective of world peace and 
stability. 

Khated Muhieddin, head of a 
coordinating commitee of world 
peace groups, voiced the confer- 
ence’s appreciation of Jordan for- 


its support. 

Earner Tuesday the delegates 
resumed their meeting, and most 
of the speakers tackled the intifa- 
da and the need for extending 
further support for Palestinians 
worldwide. They noted that fresh 
efforts should be made on the 
part of the Arab countries to 
bring the Palestine question to 
foe world community’s attention. 

The speakers said the role of 
the United Nations had been 
diluted due to the influence of foe 
United States and Israel and their 
objection's a m Baningfti l U.N. role 
in the peace process. 

fo addition to participants from 
the Arab World, the meeting was 
attended by delegates from foe 
World Peace Council and a Euro- 
pean centre for coordinating the 
world peace movements from 
Arab, European and North 
American states. 

The meeting, organised by die 
Jordanian Peace and Solidarity 
Committee, was attended by 40 
personalities, mostly politicians. 


Canadians reject reforms 
to settle Quebec dispute 


OTTAWA (R) — Canadians 
soundly rejected a national unity 
deal Monday, putting Prime 
Minister Brian Mahoney’s future 
in doubt and furthering the cause 
of those who want Quebec to split 
from the country. 

Almost complete returns from 
a national referendum showed 
that six of the 10 provinces had 
rejected the agreement aimed at 
giving Quebec more autonomy to 
settle a decades-old dispute over 
its role in Canada. 

Mr. Mulrooey admitted that 
the agreement, which was pain- 
stakingly negotiated over a year, 
was now a footnote of history. He 
ruled out further constitutional 
reform talks with Quebec for 
now. 

“The problems that faced us as 
a nation... remain," a glom- 
loofctng Mulrooey told a news 
conference. "The difference 
tonight is that we know that we 
win not be able to resolve them in 


the foreseeable future, at least 
through constitutional initiatives 
alone.” 

Mr. Mulroney left without tak- 
ing questions from reporters. 

With all of foe ballots tallied in 
Quebec, 56.6 per cent of voters 
had rejected foe constitutional 
reform proposals and 43.4 per 
cent voted in favour. The agree- 
ment also was rejected in Nova 
Scotia, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, 
Alberta and British Colombia. 

Only in some small Atlantic 
coast provinces was the vote 
strongly in favour of the deal. In 
Ontario, foe most populous pro- 
vince, foe vote was too dose to 
call for hours before a narrow 
endorsement of the agreement 
was announced. 

The package of amendments 
was designed to keep Quebec in 
Canada’s 125-year federation by 
offering the province guarantees 
for the survival of its culture and 
share of political power. 


Hassan II 
on shuttle 
diplomacy 

ABU DHABI (R) — Morocco's 
King Hassan was to return to 
Saadi Arabia Tuesday, con- 
tinuing his shuttle diplomacy to 
try to reconcile Arab differences 
and promote foe Middle East 
peace process. 

A Moroccan offidal told Reu- 
ters the king would hold further 
talks in Tabouk in western Saudi 
Arabia and would '‘see someone, 
maybe King Fahd.” 

The official would not elabo- 
rate on why King Hassan was 
flying back to Saudi Arabia, 
where he spent three days before 
coming to foe United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE)' Sunday. 

The long will later visit Jordan, 
Syria hnd Egypt. 

Arab officials and diplomats 
said the king, die only Arab 
leader outside Egypt to have 
open contact with Israel, was 
carrying proposals to promote the 
Arab-Israeti peace talks. 

He was also working to settle inter- 
Arab differences sparked by ter- 
ritorial disputes and the Gulf 
crisis. 

Morocco’s Foreign Minister 
Abdnl Latif FQali told Reuters on 
Monday recondliation among 
Arab states was crucial to foe 
success of foe Middle East peace 
talks. 

But he declined to speculate on 
the chances that King Hassan 
would achieve a breakthrough on 
his first Arab tour in 30 years. 

“Since the Gulf war, there is no 
contact between some Arab lead- 
ers,” Mr. Filali said but did not 
name them. 

Asked about speculation in the 
Golf that King Hassan was trying 
to arrange -a meeting between King 
Fahd and King Hussein, Mr. Fila- 
li said: 

“If they have to discuss (the peace 
talks), of course they have to 
arrive at a reconciliation. Maybe 
some of them have to forget the 
recent past and disputes. They 
can’t stay in a negative position.” 

Jordanian officials and diplo- 
mats hope King Hassan’s stopov- 
er in Amman on Wednesday w01 

(Continued on page 5) 


Better marketing, funds could help Jordan’s sluggish tourism 


By Laney Salisbury 

Special to the Jordan Times - 

AMMAN — Eighteen of 60 
potential first time tourists sur- 
veyed said they could not name 
Jordan's capital; even more 
admitted the Kingdom's touristic 
jewels — Aqaba and Petra — did 
not ring a bell. 

Combine that with a poultry 
state tourism budget and poorly 
coordinated marketing strategy 
and the end result is that Jordan 
has to work hard to attract visi- 
tors, according to a report pub- 
lished on tourism in the country. 

But although hard work is in- 
volved, tourists are coming and 
the industry, the report and local 
tour agents say, is set to boom. 

Although Jordan has rebuilt 
this industry after losing most of 
its well-known tourist attractions 
in the West Bank in 1967, the 
market must diversify into dis- 
tinct segments to win the battle 
for people seeking adventure, pil- 


grimmage and sun. 

Meanwhile, tourism marketing 
poficy-makera stiD have to resolve 
the problem of Jordan being seen 
as a country surrounded by re- 
gional conflicts. According to the 
report’s image survey, based on 
1988 data and incorpor a ted in the 
1992 report by the Arab British 
Commerce magazine, 18 per cent 
of those surveyed inducted war 
on their fist of expectations when 
visiting Jordan. 

That percentage was expected 
to increase after the Gulf war and 
tiie report says marketing should 
emphasise Jordan’s tranquility. 

The survey’s results show “a 
major lack erf knowledge of Jor- 
dan even among well-educated 
British citizens,” said the report. 

The report proposes that tour 
agents offer packages in six cate- 
gories of tonrism: cultural, de- 
sert, beach, health, pilgrimage 
and business. 

“Jordan’s combination of his- 
torical, archaeological. Biblical 


and natural sites is advantageous 
in making foe country a diverse 
holiday destination,” said the re- 
port researched by two senior 
London University lecturers. 

International Traders, mu of 
Jordan’s largest tour companies, 
agrees tourism needs to be seg- 
mented, particular groups 
targeted and die market (fiversi- 
fied to minimise the risk of con- 
centrating mi a few tourist-gener- 
ating countries. 

Europeans, excluding U.K. 
visitors, for example, spend an 
average of five nights in Jordan 
and, unlike Amencans, are less 
likely to cancel their trip because 
of regional conflicts, the report 


Jordan, therefore, should be 
promoted “as a destination in 
itself w to extend Europeans stay . 
The report added that European 
tourists mainly come to Jordan to 
explore the culture and. became 
the Kingdom is part of a regional 
tour including stops in Syria, 


Egypt, and the Holy Land. 

As for Americans, marketing 
must foens on Jordan as a serene, 
peaceful nation, emphasising pil- 
grimages to the West Bank. Nine- 
ty-five per cent of U.S. visitors in 
1990 combined the West Bank 
with their visit to Jordan, spend- 
ing about three nights in the 
Kingdom, foe report said. 

“The motivation of U.S. visi- 
tors is dearly used in Israel's 
marketing policy of p romoting 
tourism to the occupied West 
Bank. It is therefore apparent! 
that any marketing effort to. 
attract U.S. tourists to Jordan as 
tite main holiday destination is 
unlikely to succeed unless pil- 
grimage tonrism is folly de- 
veloped,” the report said. 

The report added that secon- 
dary Biblical sites in Jordan, 
mainly related to the Old Testa- 
ment, could be promoted to 
attract Christian pilgrims from 

'(C on tinued on page 5) 



‘A major lack of knowledge of Jordan* is 
something most be done for sack em p t y beaches to babble with 
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appeals to Bush, Yeltsin 
help break deadlock in talks 


TUNIS ( AP) — Palestine Libera- 
lion Organisation (PLO) Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat said Monday 
he has sent letters to President 
George Bush and other world 
lenders seeking their intervention 
to bisak the logjam in Middle 
East peace talks, which he 
blamed on Israel. 

Speaking in an interview at his 
office in Tunis, Mr. Arafat, 63, 
said" the letter to the U.S. presi- 
dent was sent through Tunisian 
President Zrne AJ-Abidine Ben 
AH. 

The United States has had no 
official contact with the PLO 
since July 1990. when an 18- 
month dialogue was severed be- 
cause of an abortive attempt by a 
?LO faction to attack Israeli 
beaches. 

Mr. Arafat said the letters in- 
cluded- his assessment of the 
Mideast peace process on the first 
anniversary of the Madrid confer- 
ence which marked the start of 
the Arab- Israeli peace process. 

After seven rounds of talks, six 
of them in Washington, no major 
breakthrough has been reported 
on the Palestinian issue. Syria, 
Jordan and Lebanon also are 
involved in separate negotiations 
with Israel. 

Mr. Arafat said similar letters 


were sent to Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin, the co-sponsor of 
the peace talks, as well as Britain, 
France and China, the other 
permanent members of the U.N. 
Security Council. 

He urged them to push for 
placing the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Snip, under interna- 
tional supervision. 

Mr. Arafat said be. has in- 
structed the PLO’s observer mis- 
sion at the United Nations to seek 
a Security Council meeting to 
“take responsibility in protecting 
the Palestinians in the occupied 
territories.” 

Mr. Arafat said: “Wc have 
been patient for 45 years and look 
what we got... occupation, coer- 
cion, detention, terrorism, 
starvation, expulsion and assas- 
sinations.” 

He repeated his accusation that 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, widely regarded as a mod- 
erate compared to his hardline 
predecessor Yitzhak Shamir who 
beaded the Israeli government 
when the peace talks started, has 
made no new offers to help move' 
the talks forward. 

“Rabin is continuing the same 
policies of Shamir and be is fol- 
lowing his path ... his aim is to 
waste time and make the talks 


last for 10 years,” Mr. Arafat 
said. 

The PLO has been physically 
excluded from the peace talks, 
but it is known to made the 
decisions for- the negotiators 
speaking on behalf of the Palesti- 
nians. Senior Arafat representa- 
tives accompany the 14-member 
delegation from the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip to each round of 
talks. 


Mr. Arafat avoided questions 
about the progress reportedly 
made on the Syrian-Israeli track 
after Mr. Rabin offered Syria a 
partial withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights. 

PLO officials have expressed 
concem that Israel was making 
such offers to break up Arab 
solidarity. 


The Israelis have rejected 
Palestinian demands for a com- 
mitment to a withdrawal from the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip after a 
proposed interim period of IF 
mited self-rule. That has blocked 
any progress in the peace talks. 

“Apparently the Israeli policy 
aims at buying time and floating 
the issue, especially where the 
Palestinians are concerned,” Mr. 
Arafat said. ‘The aim is to freeze 
the Palestinian track.” 


Rabbani 
likely to 
remain 
m place 


KABUL (R) — The two candi- 
dates for the Afghan interim 
presidency dropped out of the 
tree Tuesday, leaving the way 
dear for incumbent Burfaanuddin 
Rabbani to retain his temporary 
bold on power. 

Mr. Rabbani, interim president 
of the Islamic government that 
replaced the former communist 
rulers in April, is due to step 
down Wednesday at the end of a 
four-month term with no succes- 
sor named and a power vacuum 
in sight. 

Favourite to succeed him has 
been elderly clergyman Moham- 
mad Nabt Mohammadi, the lead- 
er of a small Mujahedeen party 
and a Pash tun — Afghanistan's 
largest tribe and its traditional 
rulers. 

“The people are asking for him 
to accept the responsibility but he 
has refused,” said Maulvi 
Mohammad Shah Fazeli, Mr. 
Mohammadi's representative on 
the leadership council, an uneasy 
coalition of leaders of the nine 
main Mujahedeen parties. 

“I can't accept because the 
situation is not stable, the people 
are suffering a lot and we have 
nothing to help them,” he quoted 
Mr. Mohammadi as saying. Mr. 
Mohammadi has left Kabul for 
the Pakistani city of Peshawar 
because of poor health, he said. 

The second candidate to drop 
out was Syed Ahmad Gaiiani, 
another Pashtun and the revered 
leader of the small national Isla- 
mic Front for Afghanistan party. 

“I'm in favour that Prekdent 
Rabbani should continue now 
that there is some slight stability 
here,” he said in an interview. 

Mr. Gaiiani said Mr. Rabbani 
should continue for a month to 
arrange a council of nationwide 
representatives that will decide 
on the structure of the first 
permanent government since the 
end of the 14-year civil war 
against the Soviet-backed rulers. 

Mr. Gaiiani did not rule out 
standing for president at the 
council meeting. “It is my 
right," he said. 

Diplomats say Muinhede t 
chiefs are reluctant to _ r .>• 
job of interim president for fear 
of jeopardising their chances of 
winning the permanent presiden- 
cy in ftiture elections. 



George Vassffiou 


Rauf Denktash 


Cyprus talks hit 
snags over titles 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
The tnmbled Cyprus talks ran into 
more trouble on their opening 
day as Thrirish Cypriot leader 
Rauf Denktash boycotted his first 
session to protest what he called 
U.N. bias in favour of the Greek 
Cypriot “presidency.” ' 

Mr. Denktash refused to 
attend his scheduled joint meet- 
ing on Monday with Cypriot Pres- 
ident George Vassiliou, repre- 
senting the Greek Cypriot com- 
munity. But he paid a brief, late 
courtesy call on Secretary- 
General Boutros Gfaali, noting it 
was not part of the Cyprus talks. 

U.N. officials and foreign di- 
plomats were meeting with both 
sides Monday night to keep the 
latest round of talks from being 
derailed. It was not known 
whether talks would be scheduled 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Denktash told a news con- 
ference later that both men most 
be referred to only as “leaders” 
of their equal communities in 
U.N. statements and that Mr.^ 
Vassiliou not be called "‘presi-' 
dent.” He said Turkish Cypriots 
do not recognise Mr. Vasstnon as 
the president of all Cyprus. 

It was not known whether Mr. 
Vassiliou would agree to a down- 
grading of his political status in 
order to keep the talks alive. The 
Vassiliou government holds the 
Cypres sea! at the United Na- 
tions. 

There was no comment from 
U.N. officials. 

Pefore the talks opened, diplo- 
' j \d officials here and in 
cypres has expressed pessimism 
about the talks and Mr. De- 
nktash's protest Monday 
appeared to confirm the bleak 


expectations. 

Mr. Denktash told reporters 
that he protested the secretary- 
general’s written appointment list 
which re ferr ed to Vassiliou as the 
president of the state of Cypres, 
while Mr. Denktash was called 
only the “leader” of Che Turkish 
Cypriot community. 

He said he was placed in an 
“ im possible position” in terms of 
public opinion at home. “I am 
therefore not in a position ... to 
attend today’s meeting,” he said 
in a letter of protest to Mr. Ghali. 

“However, I am ready for the 
continuation of the talks under 
accepted procedures, on an equal 
footing.” He said a new agenda 
must be issued. 

Mr. Vassiliou met Mr. Ghali 
earlier in the day and showed up 
for his later joint session with Mr. 
Denktash. 

Mr. Denktash is known as the 
president of the Turkish republic 
of northern Cyprus, a breakaway 
republic established in 1983 and 
recognised only by Turkey. But 
at toe United Nations be com- 
monly is known as the leader of 
the Turkish Cypriot community 
and he has not publicly objected 
previously. 

The daily U.N. list of the 
secretary-general’s appointments 
Monday referred to Mr. George 
Vassiliou, president of Cyprus, 
and His Excellency Mr. Rauf 
Denktash, leader of the Turkish 
Cypriot community. 

Similar descriptions have been 
used previously. Mr. Denktash 
said they have been protested 
every time and said be had been 
told that they were the result of 
mere oversights. 



WRECKAGE: A Lebanese poticemm Tuesday day before on positions of resistance forces east of 
s urveys the damage caused by an Israeli raid the SSdou m southern Lebanon (AFP photo) 


Iran-based groups want 
southern Iraq ‘haven’ 

Pan-Arab nationalists boycott meeting 


SALAHUDDIN, Iraq (R) — 
Iran-based Iraqi Shi’ite groups 
want the United Nations to de- 
clare southern Iraq a “safe 
haven” protected if necessary by 
Western warplanes now patroll- 
ing an air exclusion zone. 

“The air exclusion (in southern 
Iraq) should be expanded to cov- 
er what happens on the ground. 
The powers that now operate the 
exclusion zone should be under 
U.N. mandate,” Ali A1 Adib of 
toe Islamic Da’wa Party told 
Reuters Tuesday. 

“We are all agreed on this,” he 
said, referring to the six SbPite 
groups in the Supreme Council of 
toe Islamic Revolution in Iraq 
(SCIRI). 

The first meeting of the leaders 
of Iraq’s disparate opposition 
groups, under the umbrella of the 
newly-formed Iraqi national con- 
gress, was expected to begin in 
this northern Iraq mountain re- 
sort later in the day. 

It will be the first time the 
leaders have come together on 
Iraqi soil to plan President Sad- 
dam Hussein’s downfall and chart 
the future of post-Saddam Iraq. 

Most of northern Iraq is in the 
hands of Iraqi Kurdish opposition 
groups protected by western 
warplanes across the border in 
Turkey. 


should be how to get rid of 
President Saddam. 

Other issues, such as the future 
political shape of Iraq, coukl be 
discussed later, he said. 

Iraqi Kurds are anxious to see a 
federal system set up in post- 
Saddam Iraq and have elected 
their own parliament. 

The Iran-based delegates said 
Iraq’s future direction should be 
decided only after elections were 
held, although they did not 
strongly object to the concept of a 
federation. 

Nazer haidar, political director 
of the Amal Island group, said 
confidence-building was one of 
the key issues to be discussed 
during the next few days. 


Red-bereted military police in 
khalri battledress were out in 
force in Salahuddm, alongside 
ba ggy -trousered Kurdish guerril- 
las and Turkoman troops dressed 
in jungle camouflage with pale 
blue cravats. 

A1 Adib said in principle, the 
Shiite groups were against the 
involvement of the Western allies 
patrolling the south — Britain, 
France and the United States — 
but be said toe threat of force had 
to be used to compel Iraq to 
withdraw its troops from toe 
mainly shi’ite region. 

“We, the Iraqi opposition, will 
ask the U.N. to protect the south 
and allow us to set up an opposi- 
tion there,” be said. 


Nationalists boycott talks 

Six Iraqi Arab nationalists 
groups said Tuesday they were 
boycotting opposition confer- 
ence. 

But a SCIRI spokesman said 
the group had sent a delegation to 
tire conference. • 

A SCIRI spokesman said its 
leader, Moh ammad Baqer A1 
Hakim, was not among its dele- 
gates who left from Damascus 
and Tehran. Other SCIRI offi- 
cials said there- were indications 
Sheikh Hakim might change his 

mind. 


The West set up the air exclu- 
sion zone two months ago saying 
they want to protect Shi’ite dissi- 
dents in the southern marshes 
from Iraqi air attack. 

Mr. Adib said it would be a 
catastrophe if the U.N. did not 
agree to protea the south. He 
said thousands of Shi’ites haul 
been rounded np there by the 
Iraqi army during the past. few 
weeks. 

“There should be U.N. obser- 
vers in the south and the one-and- 
a-half million refugees who fled 
— over toe last 12 or 13 years 
should be allowed back.” 

Mr. Adib said the main issue to 
be discussed at the conference 


Mabdi Al-Obeidi, a spokesman 
for tire six groups staying away 
bom toe meeting, told Reuters it 
would be dominated and directed 
by pro-Western elements. 

“The West, particularly the 
United States, are not trying to 
serve the Iraqi people. They are 
trying to partition Iraq and 
achieve what serves their own 
purposes,” Mr. Obeidi said. 

Obeidi said the six members of 
the alliance were: The Baath 
Socialist Party, tire Independent 
Group, toe Iraqi Socialist Party, 
the Arab Socialist Movement, tire 
Nassirate Unionist Gathering and 
the National Reconciliation 
Group. 


Kurdish opposition leader Jalal 
Talabani had urged the Syrian- 
based groups to attend the con- 
ference. He said a message was 
sent to Syrian President Hafez AJ 
Assad to encourage them to take 
part. 

But Mr. Obeidi said his 
alliance opposed discussing sever- 
al issues dire to be raised at the 
conference, such as a possible 
confederation between Arabs 
and Kurds in Iraq and the suject 
of safe havens. 

He said bis group feared that 
such Western-backed zones in 
parts of Iraq would lead to parti- 
tion of the country. 


‘Islamic 

Jihad’ 

threatens 

Cypriot 

judges 


NICOSIA (AP) — A letter pur- 
portedly sent by Lebanon’s noto- 
rious Islamic Jihad has 
threatened Cypriot judges with 
reprisals if a man arrested on 
counterfeit charges is not re- 
leased, tire Cyprus News Agency 
reported. 

The semiofficial agency quoted 
police spokesman Nicos Mak- 
rides as saying that tire letter was 
sent to the central prison in Nico- 
sia, where the suspect, Taled 
Mohammad Abdul Monhem. is 
being held pending trial next 
month. 

There was np way to verity if 
toe letter indeed was from toe 
pro-Iran, Shi’ite Muslim Islamic 
Jihad which is based in Lebanon. 
The group gained notoriety in toe 
1980s for bombing American and 
other Western targets in Lebanon 
.and kidnapping U.S. and Euro- 
pean citizens the last of whom 
were freed last December. 

Mr. Makrides refused to di- 
vulge tire contents of the letter, 
saying tire matter was under in- 
vestigation. 

But the daily newspaper 
Semerini said the letter, mailed 
from Lebanon, said; “Released 
immediately Imam Taleb 
Mohammad Abdul Monhem. We 
shall attack Cypriot judges.” 

The 28-year-old Lebanese, A 
Shi’ite Muslim, was arrested on 
arrival at Lamaca airport, toe 
island’s main international facil- 
ity, last August, Mr. Makrides 
was quoted by tire Cyprus agency 
as saying. 

It was not dear from the report 
where Abdul Monhem was com- 
ing from. But Mr. Makrides said 
police found 292 forged $100 
notes in his possession. 

Abdul Monhem, toe spokes- 
man said, had been sought by 
police because on a previous trip 
to Cyprus earlier in August he 
changed $100 notes at a commer- 
cial bank which later were found 
to be forged. 

It was not dear why Islamic 
Jihad would seek tire release of 
Abdul Monhem and make no 
reference to Omar Ahmad 
HawiHo, a confessed activist serv- 
ing a 15-year jail term for a 
bungled attempt to blow up the 
Israeli embassy in Nicosia in 
1988. 

Cyprus has often been caught 
in the crossfire as the Israelis and 
Arabs chased each other in an 
underground warfare over tire 
past four decades. 

It. also has been for years a 
favourite transit stop for (hug 
smugglers coming from Lebanon, 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Kuwaiti minister ends Qatar visit 


DUBAI (R) — Kuwait’s foreign minister left Doha Tuestby 
following taUcs on setting a border 

Saudi Arabia. The Qatari News Agency (QNA) said Sheikh Sabah 
A1 Ahmad Al Jaber AI Sabah flew home, but did not elaborate. 
The Kuwaiti minister had talks in Saudi Arabia Sunday. Kuwaiti 
officials said the minister carried messages from toe enrr, S-akh 
Jaber Al Ahmad Al Sabah, to the Saudi and Qatan refer s as pan of 
mediation efforts to end the feud. Qatar had accused Saudi Ante 
of killing three people in an attack on a border post on S ept. 30, 
Saudi Arabia denied it was involved and said the dash was Between 
nomadic bedouins from both countries. 


Afghanistan asks for U.N., Islamic aid 


KABUL (R) — Afghanistan's leadership council appealed Mon- 
day for aid from the United Nations and Islamic states to organise a 
nationwide meeting that will choose a permanent Islamic govero- 
menL The council, an uneasy alliance of disparate Mujahedeen 
parties, is trying to arrange the meeting of representatives from 
across the war-ravaged country in the next few weeks. Interim 
President Burfaanuddin Rabbani is to step down on Wednesday at 
the end of his four-month term, leaving a virtual vacuum until the 
conference meets to decide on the first permanent government 
since toe end of the 14-year civil war. The council appealed to the 
U.N. and members of the Organisation of Islamic Conference 
(OIC) to send financial assistance for the complicated procedure of 
selecting representatives to the conference, a spokesman said. It 
also asked for aid to help Afghanistan survive its first winter since 
the fall of the former Soviet-backed government, which collapsed 
.last April allowing the Mujahedeen to take Power. 


Bosnian president in Gulf to seek aid 


ABU DHABI (R) — Bosnian President Alija Izetbegovic has 
arrived in the United Arab Emirates on his first visit to the oil-rich 
Gulf region to seek the help of fellow Muslims in toe fight against 
Serbs. The Emirates News Agency said Mr. Izetbegovic was to 
hold several days of talks in the UAE, one of several Gulf and 
Arab countries that have poured in millions of dollars to Bosnian 
Muslims fi gh ting Serb forces opposed to Bosnian independence. It 
was not known which other Gulf stetes Mr. Izetbegovic plans to 
visit. He arrived in toe UAE Monday night. The news agency 
quoted him as saying that Bosnian Muslims were victims of 
fierce onslaught by toe Serb forces” (see page 8) and hoped that the 
“Arab and friendly countries will proride aid to help us stand up to 
the aggression." 


Extremists suspected in robbery of Christian shop 


CAIRO (AP) — Suspected Muslim extremist gunmen killed two 
men in a Christian-owned jewellery store and stole gold worth 
more than a quarter of a million pounds ($84,000), tire Middle East 
News Agency said Tuesday. Hie government-owned agency 
reported that an unidentified security official said Monday night’s 
robbery was identical to a series of heists by Muslim extremists two 
years ago. Police said those robberies of Christian gold merchants 
were to finance terrorist operations. In the latest incident, in a 
suburban Cairo village, four gunmen firing automatic weapons 
killed the shop's owner and his assistant. The gunmen sped away 
on two motorcycles with seven kilogrammes of gold, the agency 
said. At Tuesday’s prices, that’s worth 276,460 pounds (S84,GOO). 


Qadhafi bars drinkers, card-players from office 


TRIPOLI (R) — Libyans who drink alcohol, {day cards or are 
married to foreigners cannot become ambassadors or assume other 
positions of responsibility, Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi said 
Monday. Speaking to an assembly of ooirunitees overseeing the 
country’s new “commune” system of local government, he said 
drinking and playing cards were distractions from work and could 
not be tolerated in public officials. Alcohol was banned in Libya 
shortly after Colonel Qadhafi came to power in 1969. No Libyan 
who married a foreigner, including other Arab nationalities, could 
be pot forward for public office, he said. 


Iraq bank loan prosecutor named 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. Attorney-General William Bair 
Monday named a federal prosecutor to direct the newly-formed 
task force investigating illegal loans to Iraq by an Italian bank’s 
Atlanta branch. He announced that J. William Roberts from 
Illinois, a federal and state prosecutor for 25 years, would take over 
the Justice Department’s controversial investigation surrounding 
tire Bauca Nazionale del Lavoro case. “(Roberts) will make certain 
that every facet of this complex case will be vigorously pursued in 
the highest professional manner and that the rule of law will be 
upheld impartially and completely,” Mr. Barr said in a statement. 
The Justice Department’s handling of toe case has come under 
criticism from Democrats in Congress and the entire matter has 
become a major political embarrassment for President George 
Bush in his reelection bid. 


King Fahd receives French messages 


DUBAI (R) — French Defence Minister Pierre Joxe met King 
Fahd of Saudi Arabia Monday and gave him a message from 
President Francois Mitterrand, the Saudi Press Agency (SPA) said. 
Mr. Joxe arrived in Jeddah on Sunday for an official visit to Saudi 
Arabia. France sent thousands of troops to Saudi Arabia in 1990 to 
help drive Iraqi forces out of Kuwait. 


9 guerrillas, policeman killed in Algeria 


ALGIERS (R) — Gendarmes killed nine Muslim fundamentalist 
guerrillas, including a top ranking commander, in weekend clashes 
around Algeria, the official news agency APS reported Monday. 
Unknown gunmen killed a policemen outside his home in a suburb 
« the capital, state-run television reported. APS said that 
Abdenacer pnlmi 46 , who was killed in a clash Sunday night near 
Moh^macha 300 kilometres west of Algiers, was a lieutenant of 
underground fundamentalist chief Abdelkader Chabouti. A former 
fagh school teacher, be had been hunted by police since the start of 
^year when A^nas experiment in democracy was scrapped 
and fundamentalists, who were on the verge of winnine a eenraral 
election, were drivefi underground. 8 generaI 
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fjrrign Minister Kamel Aba Jaber Tuesday meets with Apostolic 
T *epfe of Jerusalem Mondgner Andrea di Moatezemofe and 
Tsgnr. Ratmf Najjar 


Vatican stand vis-a-vis 
Vlideast unchanged 


MMAN (J.T.) — The visiting 
jostolic delegate of Jerusalem 
cr. j-ndrea Di Montezemolo Tues- 


iy reiterated the Vatican’s poh- 
; of die 


' towards the basic issues 
n iddle East region, stressing that 
-:' v -.e Vatican supports all U.N. 
■ solutions which should be ap- 
Vied to the occupied territories. 
V The Vatican’s position with re- 
ird to the icon’s basic issues 
.•'main unchaged in content de~ 
■ : v ite the new forms of contacts 
. at could be underway with any 
the co Deemed parties, said the 
. degate at a meeting with Fore- 
~n Minister Kamel Abu Jaber. 
is statement came in the course 
irJaf the discussions of Middle East 
rvelopments and the Palestine 
, lestion. 

The ■ Vatican , Msgr. Mon- 
" zemoio added has its own in- 
rests in &e region which it 
• rives to protect. 


. The delegate said that the Pope 
xis de- 


■ is frequently expressed his 
Ve to perform die pilgrimage to 
~ e holy land. But no date has 
. -cd fixed for such a visit] despite 
ports last week said that Israeli 
>reign Minister Shimon Peres 
dted the Vatican and invited 
e Pope to visit Israel.. 

‘ “The policy is not directly in- 
Ived ip the peace talks in the 
is e that it is not part of that in the 
ssent dialogue, but the Holy 


See is very involved in order to 
defend the right of every (one), in 
order to... establish peace and a 
real peace, not just some talk” 
the envoy told Jordan Television. 

“We established quite recently 
a bilateral comnnsaon between 
die Holy See and Israel in order 
to discuss common problems, 
problems of mutual interest and 
possibly reaching a normalisation 
of relations. That is not the same 
as to say diplomatic relations. 
Normalisation means that we 
have to talk about many prob- 
lems, to cfiscass, to negotiate and 
possibly eventually at a cert ain 
moment to also establish di- 
plomatic relations between the 
Holy See and Israel when the 
situation wfl] allow it." 

. “I am not aware of any formal 
invitations,” for the Pope to visit 
Israel... be said. “But I know that 
the Pope bad been talking on 
many occasions about his desire 
to come to the the Middle East as 
a pilgrimage and to visit (occu- 
pied) Jerusalem and I understand 
that the Pope also repealed that 
to the minister of foreign affairs 
of Israel when he was last Friday 
received; just repeating that he 
would like one day, without fix- 
ing any day to come to the Middle 
East as a pQgrime. The date will 
be fixed when die situation will 
allow it.” 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Queen Noor opens children’s festival 


. AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty Queen Noor Tuesday opened 
' at the Royal Cultural Centre (RCXV) the first Jordanian children's 
festival. Minister of Culture Mahmoud Ai Samra said in an 
'address to the festival dial the ministry's interest in children 
.comes in implementation of directives by Their Majesties King 
.Hussein and Queen Noor. He said the ministry had worked on 
drawing up integrated policies for children’s activities. The 
two-week festival, he said, was the outcome of strenf nous efforts 
exerted by the festival's higher committee and sub-committees. 
•The festival includes a competition between seven plays per- 
formed by children and actors. Around 100 children and four 
tewly graduated actors will be competing for the first prize. 


Ceremony to honour winners of creative frrithig competition 


AMMAN (Petra) — Under the patronage of Her Majesty Queen 
Noor, a ceremony will be held at the Royal Cultural Centre Nov. 
3 to honour winners in the children’s creative production 
^competition, .which was organised jointly by the Abdul Hameed 
Shoman Foundation and die Noor Al Hussein Foundation. A 
special committee had selected the winners out of 1,820 children 
-who participated in the competition in the fields of writing stories 
and poetry, painting and other art works. Awards for this year’s 
xxnpetition are presented by the United Nations Children’s Fond 
^UNICEF). 


Basirah prepares for winter 


TAFILEH (Petra) — The Civil Defence Department in Basirah 
mb-district held a meeting Monday to discuss preparations for 
emergency conditions during the coming winter season. The 
nee ting, which was chaired by sub-district Governor Abdullah 
Abu Homoud. stressed the need to supply emergency operation 
ooms with the needed equipment ana machinery. 


Seminar on refugees ends 


VMMAN (Petra) — A three-day seminar on refugees and 
lisplaced persons concluded its works at Yannouk University 
'uesday. The seminar, which was held under the patronage of His 
loyal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, was organised by the 
iniversity’s refugees studies programme in cooperation with the 
Jnited Nations Higher Commission on Refugees. 


led Crescent to organise free medical day 


ALT (Petra) — The Jordan National Red Crescent Society’s 
JNRCS) branch in the Jordan Valley will organise on November 
3 a free medical day in celebration of His Majesty King Hussein’s 
irthday, which fells on Nov. 14. Director of the JNRCS branch 
riimad Al Jarari said a large number of doctors from the private 
;jid public sectors will participate in the medical day. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


le following listings are compiled tom monthly bulletins and 
e daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
ne and place with the concerned institutions. 


EXHIBITIONS 


Exh i biti on of pa and w ate radoiir painting entitled “Concepts 
in the Structure of Space” by Dr. George Sayegfa at Abdul 
HmiwH Sfamm Foundation Gallery — ( Open 10 a ju. tfl 5 
p.m.) 

Exhibition by Jordanian artist Khakd Khrets at the Spanish 
Cuttnral Centre. 

Photography exhibition of Petra at the Amman Marr io tt Ho ld. 
Exhibition of ofl [Hwtfnp by Jordanian artist Omar Hanulan 
Shahwan at ABa Art GaBexy. 


Lecture entitled “Ab Arab Pfaysfcfam In Germany” by Dr. 
Michael Fakhrani at the Goethe Institute — 7 p.m. 


Qattan 
pleads 
not guilty 


By Sa’etia Kflaai 

Special to the Jordan Tones 
AMMAN — Iyad Qattan, direc- 
tor of the Royal Cultural Centre 
(RCC), pleaded not go3ty 
Monday at the Court of First 
Instance to charges of slandering 
the Lower House of-JParliamenL 

“It is a (fired threat to me as 
RCC director,” Dr. Qattan said 
after the session, which was ad- 
journed till Nov. 4. “They have 
achieved their objective. If a 
leading personality is being tried 
for criticising Parliament's per- 
formance, then citizens will $ot 
dare say anything voice or (fired 
criticism ‘of Parliament," Mr. 
Qattan said. 

The speaker of the Lower Home of 
Parliament, Abdul Latif Arabiyat, 
filed a case two weeks ago at the 
prosecutor-general's office accmang 
the RCC director 6f slander following 
a letter sent by Mr. Qattan in which 
be protested Parliament’s charging of 
c i t i r ei * * from Tafileh for dander. The 
citizens had earlier sent a letter 
addressed to the deputies protesting 
the indictment of former minister 
MahmouthAI Hawamdeh in a corrup- 
tion case. 

“Will any citizen be able to utter a 
word of cri ticism in the future against 
Parliament when 36 innocent dthwa 
are being tried for the sole reason of 
the Parliament's per- 
Mr. Qattan said. 


questioning 

fonnance?*’ 


Jordan will insist on 
multilateral-bilateral link 


AMMAN (Petra) —Jordan's de-. 
legation to the meeting on econo- 
mic cooperation among the coun- 
tries of the Middle East due in 
Paris Thursday will reiterate the 
Kingdom’s demand for Uniting 
both bilateral and multilateral 
aspects of the Middle East peace 
process, according to delegation 
leader Fayez Tarawneh. 

Dr. Tarawneh will stress that 
the multilateral phase of the 
peace negotiations should sup- 
port and not substitute the bi- 
lateral negotiations. 

“Progress in die bilateral talks 
is a pre-requisite for any progress 
and success of the multilateral 
phase,” he said. Jordan has been 
represented in all the five work- 
ing groups of the multilateral 
mlh of the Middle East peace 
process since the first in Moscow 
last January. These working 
groups, which meet in various 
parts of the world, address ques- 
tions related to econom y , re- 
fugees, the environment, dis- 
armament and natural resources 
including water. 

The coming meeting in Paris 
will assume great importance due 
to the representation of the 
Palestinian side, the attendance 
of die Israeli delegation and the 
participation of the United Na- 
tions for the first time. Dr. 
Tarawneh noted. 

The Jordanian delegation. Dr. 
Tarawneh pointed out, will 
reiterate and stress the general 



Fayez T ara wneh 


ideas and principles presented at 
tbe previous group's meeting held 
in Brussels last May. 

Dr. Tarawneh said that despite 
the lack of progress in tbe bilater- 
al meetings, Jordan is keen on 
attending the multilateral phase 
of the peace process as it is deeply 
concerned in all matters under 
discussion and because it in- 
terested in and s up po r tive of re- 
gional cooperation. 

According to Dr. Tarawneh, 
who is now in Washington attend- 
ing the bilateral talks, a number 
of countries like Japan, France, 
tbe USA and members of tbe 
European Community might be 
submitting new proposals dealing 
with such issues like tourism and 
communications, which are of 
concern to the Kingdom. 


Mahjoub calls Jordanian 
entrepreneurs to invest in Sudan 


AMMAN (Petra) — Visiting 
: Minister of State Saeed 


Sudanese! 

Othman Mahjoub said in Amman 
Tuesday that his country wel- 
comes Jordanian products to be 
marketed in Sudan and be hopes 
that entrepreneurs from Jordan 
will embark on joint Jordanian 
Sudanese economic ventures. 

Sudan has great agricultural 
potential and investors are bound 
to benefit from exemptions and 
privileges provided in Sudan's 
laws on investments, said the 
mmfgfCT during talk* with Mims- 
ter of Industry and Trade Abdul- 
lah Ensour. He said that Jordan’s 
products are popular in Sudan as 
they are of high quality and can 
easily com p et e with -products* 
from other countries. 

At the outset of the meeting,* 
Dr. Ensonr said that the two sides 
would review the previous trade 
protocol signed last year and also 
discuss means of increasing trade 
and economic cooperation and 
the implementation of joint pro- 
jects in scientific, .technical and 
agricultural fields. The two coun- 
tries have signed a trade protocol 
for direct exchange of goods 
through their respective trade 
centres in Amman and Khartoum 
worth $70 million, divided equal- 
ly between Amman and Khar- 
toum. 

Under tbe protocol, Sudan 
held a trade feir in Amman in 



i . j and Trade AbduBah Ensonr (fourth from right) 

Tuesday -holds- talks with a visiting Sudanese delegation (Petra 


p hoto) 

1992 and sold JD 125.000 worth 
of national products while a 
Jordanian feir held later in Khar- 
toum sold $2 milli oh worth of 
Jordanian national products, tbe 
minister said. 

In addition to this, between 
October 1991 and August 1992 
Jordan sold Sudan products 
worth JD 93 million and im- 
JD 2.2 million worth of 
products, the minister 

continued. 

The Sudanese minister later 
met with Minister of Supply 
Mohammad Saqqaf who said that 
Jordan was willing to import all it 
can get of its supply and animal 


feed products from Sudan. Mr. 
Mahjoub replied saying that his 
country can provide Jordan with 
wheat, sugar and anim al feed. ' 

Mr. Mahjoub also Tuesday met 
Health Minister Aret Al 
Bataineh to discuss cooperation 
in health fields. Tbe two sides 
said they discussed tbe prospect 
of setting up hospitals and phar- 
maceutical factories in Sudan 
with help from Jordanian private 
and public sectors. He said Sudan 
would benefit from Jordan’s ex- 
pertise in vaccination proceed- 
ings, family medicine and tbe 
environment, among other spe- 
cialisations. 


Cost of houses for the poor 
in Aqaba to be slashed by 40% 


AMMAN (J.T) — Low-income 
beneficiaries of government- 
sponsored bousing projects in the 


rity of Aqaba will have the cost of 
tbeir homes slashed by about 40 
per cent in accordance with a 
tentative decision taken in Am- 
man Tuesday by the concerned 
minister. 


A statement quoted by tbe 
Jordan News Agency* Petra said 
that ministers of Labour Abdul 
Karim Al Kabariti and Public 
Works and Housing Saad Hayd 
Surour reached an agreement ata 
meeting with deputy premier and 
education minister Thouqan Al 
Hindawi. They decided to submit 
recommendations to Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
for approval. 

The three ministers reviewed in 


detail matters related to urban 
development projects carried out 
in the port city and progress on 
new schemes for bousing limited- 
income groups, said Petra. 

The aiscqssions covered, 
among other things, revising the 
price of homes in districts under- 
going development by the con- 
cerned government agencies. 

Tbe statement said that an 
agreement was reached that the 
cost of infrastructure for tbe 
housing projects fike water, eleo 
tricity and road networks, which 
had been added to the cost of 
homes, will now be shouldered by 
the concerned government minis- 
tries and houang agencies. 

Once the decision has been 


each houang unit will be slashed 
from tbe beneficiaries* contribu- 
tions. It went onto say that the 
concerned government depart- 
ments, like the Ministry of Public 
Works and Housing and the 
Urban Development and Hous- 
ing Department, will bear the 
cost of the infrastructure which 
will appear in their respective 
fiscal budgets allocated for public 
bousing schemes. 


approved by tbe prime minister, 
the statement 


: added, no less than 
40 per cent of the total cost of 


Tbe bousing corporation had 
earlier built homes for limited 
income groups at Salahuddin and 
Sballaleh districts within die city 
of Aqaba benefiting 22.000 
citizens. A local construction 
company was awarded the con- 
tract for tbe 274 housing units in 
Aqaba together with a shopping 
centre and other facilities. 


Canadian peace 
medal awarded 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Tbe r»n*rfi*fi 
embassy announced Monday that 
a Canadian doctor who has been 
actively involved in efforts to 
provide humanitarian aid to Iraq 
has been awarded die Pearson 
Peace Medal for 1992. The medal 
was presented to Dr. Hoskins on 
Oct. 24, (U.N. day), in Win- 
nipeg, Manitoba. 

Dr. Hoskins, who spends a 
considerable part of his time in 
Amman, has spent much of tbe 
past two years finding ways to 
ensure tbe provision of humanita- 
rian aid to post-war Iraq. For 
example, be arranged for tbe 
purchase and shipment of 400 
tonnes of infant formula and 
250,000 bottles of heart medica- 
tion from Canada, paid for out of 
Iracri assets in Canada ($2 mil- 
lion), which were unfrozen for 
this purpose. 

Dr. Hoskins (31) is the 
youngest recipient of the Pearson 
Peace Medal. The choice of Dr. 
Hoskins is a tribute to his remark- 
able involvement over tbe last 
five years in providing basic 
health care to children displaced 
by war in various countries, in- 
cluding Iraq and the Horn of 
Africa, using his medical training 
to help improve the welfare of 
some of the world’s poorest 
citizens. 


JOPA thanks 
premier 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
Tuesday received a cable from 
the Jordan Press Association 
(JPA) board, expressing appre- 
ciation for his “continued support 
for journalists.” 

The JPA said in tbe cable that 
tbe prime minister's support for 
jonrnalists is an incentive for 
than to “continue to serve the 
causes of their nation and de- 
velop the profession.” 


GAM wants to attract tourists to Shmeisani 


By Samfr Shafiq 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Tbe Greater Am- 
man Munkrpafity (GAM) hopes 
to attract serious offers from in- 
vestors to set up unique, grand 
and tourist orientated businesses 
in its newiy-buOt commercial cen- 
tre in Shmeisani, GAM’S Proper- 
ty Department Director Ra’d Al 
Bakri told tbe Jordan Times 
Monday. 

The Commercial centre, which 
stretches along die northern side 
of the Haya Centre, has been 
recently completed and was put 
an a public tender last week until 
tite office dosing hours of Mon- 
day, Nov. 2, 1992. 

Mr. Bakri said that GAM has 
received over 400 applications 
over the past few months to buy 
certain stores in tbe centre but 
could not accept more because it 
bad to follow tbe policy of a 
public tender first and, secondly, 
because GAM needed tbe widest 
possible range of choices on the 
type of businesses even at die 
expense of a lower finandal bid. 
“We received a JD 70,000 

offer to sell a store but, despite 
the high amount which by far 
exceeds our announced minimum 
bid price, we were not willing to 
give away the store to be used as, 
for example, a bl a ck smi t h shop,” 
Mr. Bakri pointed Out 

He said that across the street 
from the centre was a “4-door”- 
sports store, tbe owner of which 
was demanding a safe price of 
JD 80,000 per “one door” store. 

Hie public tender published in 
the Arabic newspapers allots the 
centre as follows: 
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No. of Annual 


Key 


Group 

A 

Stores 

1 

rest moon 

JD 6.000 JD 55,000 

B 

6 

JD 5,000 JD 45,000 

C 

6 

JD 4,000 JD 40,000 

D 

1 

JD 4,000 JD 40,000 

E 

2 

JD 3300 JD 27,000 

F 

13 

JD 3,000 JD 17,000 


Mr. Bakri noted that the 
above-shown key monies were 20 
per cent below market levels be- 
cause GAM was not interested in 
making profit but rather in prom- 
oting die Shmeisani Commercial 
area with new unique, dean and 
appealing quality businesses. 

“The Group A store has been 
designed to serve as a cafe’ or a 
restaurant (fast food). In addi- 
tion, tbe large terrace that goes 
with the store makes that special 
spot a more prime location,” he 
said. 

The GAM official expected to 
receive lads from about 100 in- 
vestors only as die JD 5,000 bank 
guarantee or cash deposit re- 
quirement would discourage 
many from partidpating in tbe 
tender, thereby leaving the 
opportunity wide open to those 
businessmen who really have 
some t hin g good in mind. 


GAM'S assistant mayor for 
planning, Anas Kattair, told the 
Jordan Tunes that the Shmeisani 
Commercial area is limited and, 
despite being crowded at present, 
there were no plans to enlarge tbe 
district beyond what it’s current 
limits. 

Mr. Kattan and Mr. Bakri said 
tbe GAM centre was a final 
opportunity to provide more 
space for investors who were 
seeking a foothold in Shmeisani. 

Asked whether GAM would 
embark on building other com- 
mercial centres in, for example, 
Sweifiyeh or Urn Utbeina, Mr. 
Bakri explained that there was 
ample supply in all other prune 
■locations and that GAM was not 
in the business of competing with 
private sector projects. 

“Shmeisani was an exceptional 
case due to its limited commercial 
area and, we hope, that the new 


commercial GAM centre would 
satisfy the needs upgrade tbe 
status of this important and prime 
section of tbe city” Mr. Bakri 
elaborated. 

Farid Abu Judom and Edie 
Banayan; owners of Picadflly su- 
permarket across the street from 
the new centre, said toe key 
money and the annual rent were 
unbelievably high. 

“I don’t know how anybody 
can afford to pay such an amount.' 
Besides, the cost for internal de- 
corations and various expenses 
will bring the total investment to 
JD 120,000 — JD 150,000 for 
each store” Mr. Abu Judom said. 

*1 don't think toe GAM will 
have a problem finding (buyers)” 
Mr! Banayan said. “The problem 
is whether any investor can sus- 
■tain paying such high rent for a 
king period,” Mr. Abu Judom 
added. 


Journalists express scepticism 
over JPA’s capabilities 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Many doubtful 
questions were raised at a recent 
press conference about toe capa- 
bility of the Jordan Press Associa- 
tion (JPA) in meeting tbe needs 
of its members. Journalists are 
particularly concerned at having 
to join the JPA as stipulated in 
the draft press publication’s law 
that the Lower House of Parlia- 
■ment is expected to pass in De- 
cember. 

“At present, we are still trying 
to meet toe basic needs of toe 
association,” said Suleiman Al 
Qudah, JPA’s president in reply 
to a participant in toe conference 
held at tbe Islamic Research and 
Study Centre. The participant 
criticised the noticeable lack of 
training programmes and adequ- 
ate financial help which be said 
should be provided by the JPA to 
its members. 

“Among the many duties of toe 
association is to help in the de- 
velopment of the press and help 
journalists to achieve the beet 
product," said Sa’eed Al Tal, a 
senator. “We are faring enor- 
mous challenges in the field of 
journalism, and if we are not able 
to meet the needs of our public 
then they will look for foreign 
media as a substitute,” he added. 

Dr. Al Tal, a former minister, 
underlined the tore need to hold 
seminars as well as meetings that 
will tackle everyday issues and 


ate’s problems. “There are many 
journalists who submitted ap- 
plications for JPA's membership 
but have not received any 
answer,” he said. 

Mr. Qudah replied that “many 
of those who applied had not 
submitted all the required papers 
or simply didn’t fulfil the JPA's 
standard regulations,” be said. 

“Many complications arose 
with toe difficult circumstances 
that , JPA’s council was going 
through in toe past,” Mr. Qudah 
added. “The mechanism of 
acceptance by the new domicil is 
fairly fast; we have already 
accepted 25 applicants as repor- 
ters and 20 others as trainees.” 

However, some graduates, 
mainly from Yannouk Universi- 
ty, who constituted the largest 
group of attendants at the confer- 
nece, pointed to the increasing 
number of student journalists 
who are unable to find a job and 
are not adopted by the associa- 
tion as a trainee due to the 
limited number of magazines and 
newspapers in Jordan. 

Tbe Editor-in-Chief of toe Al 
Juthour (Roots) newspaper, 
Fathi Sultan, questioned the right 
of the JPA to grant him a 
“trainee” membership even' 
though be was an editor and had 
worked in journalism for over 
twenty years. 

“We. have heard so many 
accusations of which many are 
not true,” Mr. Qudah said. “In 
ail cases, we abide by the law 


help resolve the serious problems when accepting or refusing ap- 
faemg journalists. ‘The assoria- «Knarinm« ** * 

tion has to provide all the needed 


facilities for its membeis as well 
as providing for their fall protec- 
tion,” he said. 

The discussion toadied on toe 
problems that newly-graduated 
journalists encounter vis-k-vis 
employment, training and reg- 
istration at toe JPA. One of toe 
many student participants said 
that many applications for train- 
ing winch have been submitted by 
graduates to local newspapers 
and magazines have been turned 
down. He criticised the JPA's 
lack of consideration for gradu- 


pHcations.’ 

Many questions were asked 
concerning the way the media 
covers news. Tbe JPA responded 
that its doty is confined to its 
members and it is not entitled to 
interfere in the newspapers’ 
strategy or line of thought. 

Doubts over any change or 
improvement in the JPA’s 
strategy, however, dominated the 
atmosphere. Whispers between 
two students at toe end of the 
conference demonstrated the de- 
spair felt. “We should try and 
find other work," one of them 
said. 


Foreign envoys visit University of Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A delegation of military and defence attaches 
and foreign liaison officers in Amman Tuesday visited the 
University of Jordan. The delegation was received by Director of 
die University's Strategic Studies Centre Mustafa Hamameh who 
briefed its membeis on the centre’s work and activities. 
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Division around corner 


THE DEFEAT of constitutional amendments in Canada 
that aimed to reintegrate Quebec into the Canadian 
constitutional fold shows bow fragile structures of nation 
states across the globe are becoming. The results of the 
referendum in Canada, made public in the late hours of 
Monday, have confirmed the worst fears among Canadians 
which are that their country is also being hit by the 
phenomenon of fragmentation that has been sweeping other 
regions of the world in recent times. Monday’s referendum 
was not the first time that the various provincial govern- 
ments in Canada have tried in vain to stitch together a 
united country. Three years ago an earlier attempt was also 
defeated, albeit by a low margin. 

The outcome of the latest referendum manifests a growing 
trend in favour of divenou on ethnic and national bans, but 
not only in Canada. Look at Western Europe, where things 
do not appear to be much better. The Maastricht treaty 
aiming to create a united Europe on the basis of closer 
monetary and political terms is facing an uphill battle across 
the EC states with increasing signs that the peoples of 
Europe zealously guard their independence and therefore 
then- differences. In both situations, whether in rannifa or 
Europe, the affected peoples seem to reject what their 
respective governments have painstakingly negotiated and 
agreed upon. The same ethnic and national attitudes have 
been dramatically demonstrated in former Yugoslavia and 
this time with vengeance. The manner in which former 
Yugoslavs have been battling one another in support of their 
own micro national and ethnic identities has had catas- 
trophic consequences for all of than. In other regions of the 
world, the tide of national dtinisiou is also looming ominously 
on the horizon. Asia is projected to be the next major 
continent where breakup of countries on ethnic and 
religious grounds is likely to surface in the conrae of the 
coming years. The Indian subcontinent is the most obvious 
candidate for this fearsome kind of destruction. Of course 
what has been unfolding in the former Soviet Union is too 
painful to rite as another proof that federal or confederal 
forms of government are undo 1 increasing pressure from 
wi thin due to the burgeoning ce n tri fu gal forces operating 
among the various ethnic and religious groups of peoples 
that once lived relatively peacefully side by side. 

But the worst fears are probably related to the Middle 
East where a mosaic of religions and ethnic minorities 
coexist with the majority in a rather harmonious manner . 
There are now growing anxieties that coexistence, which the 
region has been taking for granted for centuries, may also 
collapse under the strain of the new tendency in the world to 
allow sizable minorities the right to self determination which 
often means the right to opt out of' the central political 
order. If indeed this tendency is destined to gam momentum 
in the Middle East region as well, then the area is In for 
profound political earthquakes the likes of which the peoples 
of the region have been spared till now. Doomsday may stiQ 
be averted and prevented from occuring, but only through 
early and determined effort to root out extremism from our 
midst. The hope to save the countries and peoples of t his 
region from the scourge of ethnic and religious warfare 
therefore calls feu: a degree of statesmanship and foresight 
unheard of in the past. 


I.UIU-XU-U') 




AL RA’l Arabic daily Tuesday attacked the United States and its 
allies for condoning Turkey's recurrent attacks on areas in 
northern Iraq to kill Kurdish rebels. While the Bush administra- 
tion maintains an unjust embargo on Iraq to starve its population, 
it condones Turkey’s measures against the Kurds demanding their 
rights in their land, said A1 Ra’i daily. The Western countries, 
which continuously brag about their keenness to protect human 
rights, condone Turkey's punishment of Kurds speaking their own 
language or demanding their own rights as human beings, said the 
daily. The paper said that this immoral behaviour on the part of 
the Western nations in general and the United States in particular 
is disgusting and is despised by the various nations of the world. It 
is hoped, added the paper, that the Kurds who are forced to fight 
one another at present under pressure from Iran, Turkey and the 
Western countries would wake up to the reality and realise that 
these are only hostile forces determined to liquidate the Kurds 
and harbouring hostije designs against the Arab Nation. The 
Kurds in Iraq had enjoyed an autonomous rule envied by their 
kinsmen in Iran, Turkey and other regions of the world and 
should therefore try to end their differences with Baghdad and 
realise that their enemies are Turkey, Iran and the West but not 
the Arab Nation, the paper said. The paper said that not only are 
barbaric actions taken against Kurds in northern Iraq by the 
Turks and the Iranians, but those firing in Iran and Turkey. are 
subjected to repression of the worst kind. It said the time has 
come for the region's Kurds to realise their real enemies and join 
their efforts to confront them and the U.S. led alliance backing 
their inhuman actions. 


AL DUSTOUR daily bitterly criticised France for its reaction in 
favour of Israel in the wake of the guerrilla attacks against Israeli 
troops occupying southern Lebanon. It is really dismaying to hear 
the official French spokesman in Paris criticising the acts of 
resistance against an occupying force when everyone supported 
the French people in their resistance against the Germans in 
World War II, said the daily. The French government, which 
criticised the resistance, realises that the Israeli soldiers were 
killed in occupied land and during their campaigns against the 
local Arab population, said the daily. It said that it is surprising to 
bear France taking the Israeli side in the conflict at a time when 
the French government realises that the Israelis continue to 
subject the Arabs to all forms of repression under occupation. 
One could have excused the French government’s crititism of the 
Lebanese civilians, but the fact they were soldiers intent on killing 
the innocent Lebanese civilian population makes it astonishing to 
hear the French government condemning the Lebanese resistance 
action, continued the daily. It said that the French, who realise 
the ordeal of an occupyed .country more than others, should 
sympathise with the Lebanese people and express their solidarity 
with the freedom fighters. 


The argument for the dollar 


THE last two months have been a period of violent turbulence in 
the world currency markets and high uncertainty for savers who 

rli/wo tn hnlrl Himr euvinoc vn fnnHOri i^m 1 A 1 V 1 AC AAf lm/YIlfiniY 


chose to hold their savings in foreign currencies, not knowing 
exactly where to park their money. True, the monetary scene is 


now less misty and messy, but the degree of risibility is still 
dangerously poor. 

To try to understand the present mood of the currency markets 
and thereafter cfaajrt a safe or less risky course, it is very helpful to 
recount one or two basic facts. 

It is not familiar and probably not rational for the interest rates 
on the U.S. dollar to be as low as three per cent. However, if 
there were any good reasons for these rates to be that low, it 
would be irrational to keep them at their present level for a longer 
time. 

The present rates have weakened the dollar. Such weakness is 
good for the American trade balance but a bigger dose or taking 
tire present dose for a Ringer time will unleash inflationary 
pressures through high-price imports. Admittedly, American 
imports form a very modest fraction of the Gross National 
Product (GNP) — less than 10 per cent — and thereby a modest 
segment of aggregate demand, but the accumulated effects of the 
imported component of inflation may, at a certain time, reach a 


point when they become decisive. 

A weak dollar with tow interest rates, that is tow return, tores 
an exodus -of foods out of the greenback into other hi^rate arKl 
strong currencies. In technical and practical terms, fojsexoaus 
involves a repayment of American external debt. The fust 
category of debt to be retired here ipdudes short tenn fcbt such 
as treasury bflb and short form deposits. If the state of a weak 
tow-interest dollar drags on, the repayment wfll cover tongerterm 
debt Moreover, the weak dollar will preempt potential foreign 
capital flows into America. Foreign investors, especially the 
Japanese, wifi not be buying more of the American stock and 
public debt irctruments. 


interest on D.ntsd, marks V “ 'ZlrffijZ 
nine per cent and to be h.gher than ttriS 

currencies, with the exception of the Frtmch 
nevertheless taken place, this irrationally ttMOOK. 

Now there has evolved a very strong domestic reas0 ^^SL" 


Now mere nas evuivcu * v«jr . — __ .. ^ 

not Signs of deepening of the German recession 
bite of economic slowdown under the impact 


Can the United States with its mammoth external debt afford 
now to start such process of debt retirement and the drying up of 
capital inflows? Most probably not,- that will serve no national or 
economic cause. Accordingly, we strongly tend to dismiss the 
possibility of the continuation of low interest rates on the dollar. 
A year from now, the situation will have been reversed. This is 
one basic fact in the analysis of the present world monetary 
situation. 


Dite Oi cwuvuih. ^ 

interest rates cannot be ignored by ^ rwiMUuy 

authorities, not to mention the Jittery P? i,nCTa “' 

second fact in the analysis of the state of mternational currency 

markets. Add to that the very strong likelihood that any 

the interest rates on the German mark will open the way tor 

widespread cuts in interest on other European currencies. 


By the same token, it is neither customary nor rational for 


It follows, from our point of view, that the P resem re0 °^ 
interest differential between foe dollar and the European cmTcn- 
cies, particularly the D-mark, will start to "a™*® “ 

fotuie. This will improve the fortunes of the dollar because it has 
been the main factor which has been bolding the D-maric on a 
very high plateau and suppressing the dollar. Our conclusion anc 
firm contention is that the dollar will be ascending during the next 
12 months. 


U.S. voters likely to choose Clinton for recession answer 


By Michael Miller 
Reuter 


LOS ANGELES — Voters in key 
U.S. states, sharing the pain of 
foe recession, are looking to 
Democratic challenger Bill Clin- 
ton for answers to the country's 


economic problems. 

With only nine day to go before 
election day, polls in California, 
Texas, Florida and the country's 
industrial belt suggest Americans 
will eject President George Bush 
and install Clinton in the White 
House. 


Take California, for instance, 
which has one fifth of the 270 
votes needed to decide the win- 
ner in the electoral college voting 
of the indirect U.S. election 
system. 

Under the system, voters cast 
their ballots for elections in their 


states and the winning electors 
meet to formally cast their ballots 
for president and vice president. 

With a 7.5 per cent unemploy- 
ment rate, two points higher than 
the national average, and the 
prospect of losing tens of 
thousands of defence industry 
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The Islamisation of Pakistan 


By Molly Moore 
and John Ward Anderson 


LAHORE, Pakistan — When 
Nahmat Ahmar, a Christian 
school teacher, was called to the 
street outside his office in a vil- 
lage near here, he expected to 
meet a messenger. Instead, he 
was met Ity a knife-wielding man 
who angrily accused him of blas- 
pheming foe Prophet Mohammad 
and fatally stabbed him 17 times. 

At the police station, some 
policemen rushed to kiss the 
attacker, Farooq Ahmad, 20, 
praising him for his ‘'remarkable 
courage and commitment to 
Islam,” according to a report on 
the incident by a human-rights 
group. Muslim clerics hailed him 
as a hero, villagers trekked to his 
cell with flowers and cookies, and 
the president of the local bar 
association volunteered free legal 
aid, the report said. 

But no one — school children, 
fellow teachers, even the attacker 
— had ever heard Mr. Ahmar 
disparage the Prophet. Mr.' 
Farooq said be learned of the 
allegation from anonymous hand- 
written posters on walls of the 
village, Faisal abad. 

To many Pakistanis, Mr. 
Ahmar's slaying earlier this year 
and Faisalabad’s reaction are 
symptomatic of the rising influ- 
ence of zealous, sometimes fana- 
tical, Islamic fundamentalism in 
foe institutions of a nation whose 
governments, military and civi- 
lian, have been predominantly 
secular and long politically allied 
to foe West. 

In the last year, Pakistani 
courts and officials have imposed 
strict new Islamic laws on virtual- 
ly every facet of society, from 
television soap operas to the na- 
tion's biggest banks. They have 
ordered television actresses to 
wear veils, mandated the death 
penalty for individuals found guil- 
ty of “defiling” Prophet Moham- 
mad and are now debating 
whether banks should be allowed 
to charge interest in violation of 
religious doctrine. 

“It’s worse than what the Spa- 


niards had at the time of the 
inquisition,'’ said Dorab Patel, a 
former Supreme Court justice 
who is active in human-rights 
issues. 

The surge in fundamentalism is 
adding to deep religious, social 
and economic tensions in Pakis- 
tan. The more educated and Wes- 
ternised upper classes see the rise 
in orthodoxy as a giant step back- 
ward, saying it is fueling sexual 
discrimination, religious persecu- 
tion and human-rights violations. 
Business leaders say it mil dis- 
courage foreign trade and invest- 
ment, stunting the country's 
growth and damaging its poten- 
tial as a trade link between 'the 
West and Central Asia. 

Pakistan’s mainly secular poli- 
tical system, largely inherited 
from British colonial rule, has 
co-existed since the 1940s with 
one of the Muslim World's most 
conservative and influential fun- 
damentalist movements. In a 
seeming contradiction wrought 
by cold war politics, this country 
was also long allied with the 
United States, a nation often 
viewed with antipathy by radical 
Musfims. 

Now, with Pakistan possessing 
nuclear capabilities and foe Isla- 
mic world in turmoil after the 
Gulf war and foe reemergence of 
former Soviet Central Asia, the 
United States is particularly eager 
to see Pakistan remain under the 
control of what Washington con- 
siders more moderate religious 
forces. 

Over IS years, however, fun- 
damentalist movements have 
been expanding their influence, 
primarily in rural areas where foe 
Friday prayers at mosques give 
conservative religious leaders a 
stage for addressing largely illiter- 
ate villagers. 

Such movements, notably foe 
largest and oldest fundamentalist 
political party, Jamaat-e-Islami, 
have received large infusions of 
money from radical groups in 
such nations as Saudi Arabia and 
Iran. In recent years, according 
to numerous Pakistani press re- 
ports, money from Iran has 


helped finance construction and 
operation of huge Islamic centers 
in major cities and hundreds of 
small facilities in villages. 

Jamaat-e-blaini, in particular, 
also benefited from its coopera-* 
five relationship with General 
Mo h ammad Zia Ul-Haq, who 
ruled Pakistan for 11 yean and 
began a fitful, official campaign 
of Islamisation in 1981. 

As elsewhere in foe Islamic 
World, fundamentalism has been 
fuelled by the ballooning social 
and economic problems of the 
past decade: a burgeoning 
population, the tong-term burden 
of millions of Afghan refugees, 
the loss of expatriate income 
from the once-oooming econo- 
mies of the Gulf and endemic 
corruption and infi ghting wit hin 
'the secular political system. 

Ordinaty Pakistanis, especially 
in the villages, remain deeply 
rooted in Islamic tradition. As in 
other such traditional societies, 
where secular political systems 
were imposed by European col- 
onialism, it has been possible for 
fundamentalist campaigners to 
win converts to foe idea that 
secular rule is a foreign idea that 
has failed a Muslim people. 

In the last year, a weak nation- 
al government, fearful of anta- 
gonisating influential religious 
leaders, has begun openly cater- 
ing to them with foe imposition of 
strict new regulations based on 
Sharia, or Islamic law. 

Sweeping new powers have 
been given to foe federal Shariat 
Court, a religious court system 
with authority to try individuals 
for breaking religious laws. 

One of foe most disputed rul- 
ings the court imposed within the 
last year requires the death penal- 
ty for people found guilty of 
blasphemy against Islam. At least 
30 have been charged since foe 
stricter penalties were decreed, 
but none have yet been put to 
death. 

“It is a terrifying law,” said 
Astna Jahangir, a lawyer repre- 
senting five men charged with 
blasphemy. “It’s not just a matter 
of being put in prison — you can 


exploit a tot of people in foe 
name of religion. The law is 
basically being used to intimidate 
people.’’ • 

Thus far, most of those accused 
under the law have been non- 
Mnsfims. One of the most recent 
cases involved one of Pakistan's 
best-known social workers, an 
81-year-old man who was taken 
from his home at midnight and 
imprisoned for blasphemy be- 
cause religious leaders said a chil- 
dren’s story book that he wrote 
about a Hon could be interpreted 
as a slight against Prophet 
Mohammad. 


In another move business 
leaders said would chill Pakistan’s 
budding economic reforms, the 
religious court ruled last Novem- 
ber that 22 regulations governing 
interest were “repugnant to the 
Koran.” The government, wor- 
ried that international businesses 
will shnn Pakistan if interest pay- 
ments are banned, is working to 
reach a settlement with the court 
on the issue. 

“The world is free to come and 
invest, but they get no interest, 1 * 
said Ardshaer Cowasjee, who 
formerly owned a shipping com- 
pany and now writes newspaper 
columns on economic and other 
issues. “They can come and five 
with Islamic laws.” 

Another official said; “We are 
a nation of little sheep. It's a very 
poor country, and many people, 
can't afford to take a stand” 
against the refigtous leaders. 

This week, in a ruling that has 
alarmed many Pakistanis, foe 
government bib decided to list 
the religion of all citizens on their 
identification cards, an action 
that human-rights campaigners 
compared ter apartheid. 

- “The one document that gave” 
non-Muslims “equality under the 
constitution has now been under- 
mined,” foe Frontier Post news- 
paper wrote in an editorial. 
“Pakistan’s ‘Teh'giOBS cleansing’ 
wfll be much worse than foe Nazi 
cleansing because Pakistan is not 
as efficient a state as Hitler’s 
Germany” — Washington Post. 


jobs, Californians (to not see an 
early end to the recession — at 
least not under Mr. Bush. 

A statewide survey by the Field 
poll earlier this month showed 
Mr. Clinton leading Mr. Bush 51 
per cent to 30 per cent, a greater 
lead than in national opinion 
polls. 

Independent Ross Perot, who 
in May was leading the California 
polls with 38 per cent, drew a 
scant 7 per cent in the October 
poll — although the survey was 
taken before his strong perform- 
ances in the presidential debates. 

Since 1880 no Republican has 
ever become president without 
winning California and 1992 
looks as though it wfll be the 
same story. 

Besides the economy, another 
factor cited by political scientists 
is the absence of a native son on 
the ticket. 


There has been a Californian 
running for either president or 
vice president in seven of the last 
10 elections. Richard Nixon was 
on the ticket five times, in 1952, 
1956, 1960, 1968, and 1972, and 
Ronald Reagan was there in 1980 
and 1984. 

Whenever there has been a 
native son on the republican tick- 
et, California has gone to the 
Republicans, and for this reason 
people tend to think California is 
a Republican state. 


In Texas also, there is the same 
obsession with the economy. 

The third most populous state 
— with 32 of foe 270 electoral 
votes needed for victory — Texas 
is considered “must-win” for the 
Republican Bush. 

Mr. Bush, who lists a Houston 
hotel room as his home, lags behind 
Mr. Clinton by eight points in the 
latest poll in Texas, which has 
been battered by the national 
recession just as it was struggling 
back from foe oil price collapse of 
the mid-1980s. 

The poll in the Houston 
Chronicle showed Mr. Clinton 
leading Mr. Bush by 39 to 31 per 
cent, with Mr. Perot at 15 per 
cent Another 15 per cent were 
undecided in foe poll. 

University of Houston Political 
Scientist Richard Murray, who 
conducted the poU, gave Mr. 
Clinton the edge barring an unex- 
pected development before foe 
Nov. 3 election. 


The decline of the U.S. oil 
industry, which has shed 400,000 
jobs since 1981, has cooled oil- 
men's enthusiasm for their for- 
mer colleague, George Bush. 

Florida, too, once a Republi- 
can stronghold, is slipping away 
from Mr. Bosh in targe pan became 
of foe sluggish economy and shift- 
ing allegiances of Cuban- Amer- 
ican voters. 

At stake in Florida are 25 
electoral votes, four more than m 
the last election thanks to foe 
state's booming population of re- 
tirees and Hispanic immigrants. 

Florida ranks fourth in import- 
ance after California. New York 
and Texas in the number of elec- 
toral votes. 

Florida used to be bedrock for 
the Republicans. But a swing 
seems to be under way, although 
it is not yet dear how far it mis 
gone. 

In mid-September, foe Mason- 
Dixon opinion research poll gave 
Mr. Bush a six-point edge over 
Mr. Oin ton, but now says Mr. 
Clinton appears to have taken the 
lead. “We see Clinton having 
pulled out in front,” Mason-Dix- 
on pollster Robert Joffee said. 

Cither political experts say 1 the 
Florida race is still too do&.te 
call. 

In south Florida, wberppoSd ct ,• 
is dominated byfoe*cti**and 
right-wing Cuban- American odfc 
community, Mri’ Qmton is pick- 
ing up support. 

Illinois, ramsylvania, Michi- 
gan ami Ohio, pact of the coun- 
try’s ageing, “rust belt" where 
industrial might and trade union 
dou£ waned m the 1980s, are all 
in the Clinton camp, according to 
polls. 

Of the four, Ohio — which the 
Democrats have taken only three 
times in the 11 presidential elec- 
tions since World War II — 
appears to be the most volatile. 
But even there "Mr. Clinton has 
held a consistent 10-percentage- 
point lead for weeks. 

Together the four states bold 
84 of the 270 electoral votes 
needed for victory. 

In all four rust belt states the 
story is the same — the lingering 
impact of a stubborn white-collar 
recession that stole jobs and 
made many Democrats who left 
‘the party to vote for Mr. Reagan 
and Mr. Bush fearful of the fu- 
ture. 


LETTERS 


Negative equity but 
positive profits 


To the Editor: 


I refer to the article written by Mr. Samir Shafiq about the 
sprcialised study prepared by Mr. Mufleh Aqei “Banks in 
Joroim shows where banks stand, (Jordan Times, Oct. 22-23, 
1992).'* 

In analysing the profitability of Banks in Jordan the article 
mention ed that “Am man Bank for Investments posted a negative 
52 . JP? i xnt r ® tnr ? to equity radio”. This unfortunate ntSm^iem 
rraulted from dividing the bank’s net profits which amounted to 
J D16 m fflion by foe average equity of the bank which, then, 
happened to be m negative territory, therefore produrine a 
negative result. 6 

I seize this occasion to explain that since it is not usual for a 
rankwith negative equity to generate profits, foe bank's published 
profits were generated primarily by its hidden reserves, in foe 
formof undervalued assets, which could not be used to produce 
OT C g<S POSltIVe e< J mt y of the bank until they are actually realised 

^ ( ^ vcath ^ stac ^' t i t 9 A™™ Bank for Investment is supposed to 
be foe most Drofi table amoncr hanW awi ^ ^ .**/”* . 


Him hmW me ism place ra 

1 “P e lts roocess » generatingVofi* 

^rfn^totee^Bty. However, I agree witof^Aqd dS 




Dr. Maher Sfaakri, 
a Managing Director, 

Amman Bank for hrratznoiSs. 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and mni-rtf...,: . 
readers on any subject they wish to tackle £ 

publication , however, should contain *5 
preferably address as well. Names ambTSEPS 
request and under special circumstances 1 ^ 2 ?^ ^£3?? 
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^""^fordan, Israel exchange agenda ideas 


(Coottaned from page 1) 




f trees, administrative detention 
nd the sealing of roads and 
ones. 

The proposal was presented to 
i delegates as Middle East 



|£«ace talks resumed after a thre©- 
recess, IsracTs chief delegate, 
■Jyakim Rubinstein, promised to 
k: '.r’\Tw the proposal careful atteo- 

- ^^s3«n. 

- jA The two sides also had informal 
\^Sscasskxis on a possible interim 

-.7' ^etf-government arrangement for 
* " 7 i; i?.-, ^al^tinianS- 

MeanwhikySyria’s delegate to 
'■'■^■O’he peace talks accused Israel 
• Monday of negotiating in bad 

■_C~ aith, but bis Israeli counterpart 
7 *^ *aid three boors of discussions 

- . j Hoodooed progress toward a joint 

7; j: W Statement. 

f : - Syrian delegation spokesman 
v.-^-dowaffak Allaf emerged from the 
^'discussion blaming Israeli 
stfe *xupation policies for the ont- 
ireak of violence in son them 
,^baoon. 

“End the occupation and then 
■ou have no similar incidents,” 
le said. 

Mr. Allaf also said there was 
- io real attempt by the Israelis to 
-‘^insure progress dining Monday's 
• •„> alks. 

v ■' iC He said Israel other does not 
irant progress at this time or the 
-i . ;>raeli delegation has been in- 
structed not to move forward, not 
' -s^'raly was there no progress, 

. 'there might be some regres- 
sion ” Mr. Allaf said. 

Bat Israeli delegate Itamar 
Rabinovich differed sharply in ha 
■ recount erf the meeting, express- 
’■ surprise on learning of Mir. 

- --.^ABafs renjarks. 

" - “We agreed on some points, 

.-^we kept reservations on others,” 
'Mf. Rabinovich said. "And cer- 
-_-..'ainly we didn’t have a sense of 
•epession, but a sense of working 
seriously towards a joint state- 
j_uent.” 

i'.‘ He sought to dismiss the differ- 
. : ng interpretatkms of the meeting 
vith a joke: “We were not In the 
.. - ame movie.” 

r \ Israel and Lebanon also 
.--.hashed angrily in their talks 
/Monday over the escalating fight- 
' mg in South Lebanon. 

, . . 7 ’ In a short, tense meeting, chief 
. '.'Israeli delegate Lfri Lubrani said 
. the guerrillas who ambushed and 
...killed five Israeli soldiers were 


st has happened in South 
Lebanon yesterday was the trig- 
” / goring of a new cycle of violence. 
: '\t was triggered off by forces 
r'iririch are dedicated to upset the - 
oeace process,” Mr. Lurbani 
aid. 

-• He said Israeli forces occujiy- 
•" -ng a self-declared “security 

- tone” in southern Lebanon "will 

- • -KJt move and will not re-deploy 

a kmg as it is not assured that 


there is security and tranq u ility in 
the area/' 

But Mr. Lubrani said Israel 
would stick with the talks which 
began a year ago at the Madrid 
peace conference. 

Lebanon’s chief negotiator, 
Soubel Chammas, said the attack 
and Israeli retaliatory strikes 
showed that the Israeli “security 
zone” brougbt die Jewish state no 
security and it ought to start 
talkin g seriously about withdraw- 
al. 

■ “The sad events that are talcing 
place are bringing a heavy toll on 
Lebanese life too and in material 
damages,” be said. “The best 
way out is for the Israelis to 
seriously address their withdraw- 
al from Lebanon.” 

Mr. AJlaf went further and said 
that attacks against Israeli sol- 
diers such as the weekend 
ambush were justified under in- 
ternational law. 

“Resistance is justified,” be 
said. 

• “National resistance to occupa- 
tion is justified by the interna- 
tional law, by the United Nations 
Charter and by international legi- 
timacy.” 

In Moscow, a top Israeli offi- 
cial said Tuesday Russia had 
agreed to use its dose ties with 
the Arab World to try to end a 
boycott on regional talks by Syria 
and Lebanon. 

“Russia will try to use its good 
offices to bring our neighbours to 
a more moderate attitude, not to 
use violence... to enter into prac- 
tical negotiations,” Josef Hadas, 
director general of Israel’s fore- 
ign ministry, told reporters. 

Speaking after talks with Rus- 
sian officials, Hadas said the for- 
mer Soviet .Union’s one-sided 
approach to the Middle East 
could now be tamed to good 
effect 

“Russia has inherited the 
Soviet Union with all its relations 
with the Arab World,” he said. 

“The automatic and unques- 
tioning support given by the 
Soviet Union in the past to any 
Arab attitudes anywhere was 
automatically anti-Israeli and 
didn’t help. Bat today there is a 
balanced approach,” he said. 

Syria and Lebanon are boycot- 
ting the series of multilateral talks 
on future policy in the Middle 
East, saying they see no point to 
them until there is progress in the 

bdatenti talks., „ . 

But Israel says the multilateral 
talks, which dial with artnsjspo-. 
trol, economic development, en- 
vironment, water and refugees, 
are essentia] to build a framework 
for a future peace agreement. 

“Russia has an important role 
to play... Russian diplomacy is 
still active,” Mr. Hadas said. 


Tourism needs better marketing, fends 


ill 

ro 


fits 


(Co ntinue d from page 1) 
iurope and the U.S. 

/ But since the intifada broke out 
7i 1987, marketing Amman as a 
, .. . 'gateway to the West Bank” has 
:*en weakened. According to the 
. .-..eport, the number of U.S. tour- 
sts to Jordan has dropped con- 
aderably since 1987. 

. International Traders General 
...Vtanager Munir Nassar, however, 
hsagrees Jordan suffers from a 
V. war image. 

“I think you will find that 
icknowledgment of Jordan has 
’■ mprqved dramatically. In the 
ftermath of the Gulf war, the 
__-^Vestena world came to realise 
7- — --Tiat the stand that Jordan took 
os not necessarily anti -West, 
ut rather a very balanced one 
-^iat was calling for a peaceful 
, -Jlution to the problem,” he said. 

, hll^Mr. Nassar told the Jordan 
*» L/ y tmes that diversification also 
sips reduce seasonal reliance 
id that “Jordan should conceit- 
ate its marketing efforts on 
tracting high-spending tourists 
ithout going head on into coro- 
stition with other destinations 
at attract mass tonrism.” 

- Already Jordan is widening its 

- arket to include new countries. . 
ternational Traders aims to 

- tract 13,000 tourists to Jordan 
. is year, mostly from Italy, foe 

' -K., France and Japan. 

Tour pac k a ge s are now avail- 
/.»le “off-the-shelf" in Japan,! 
- liwan, Singapore, Mexico, 
rgentjna ana Brazil- from 1988 
1989 arrivals frotn new markets 
. rased by 16.2 per cent. 

This trend continued during 
■e first six months of 1990, but 

• 18 temporarily stymied by Iraq's 
Jg. 1990 invasion of Kuwait, 

■ t. Nassar said. 

• ‘According to the Ministry of 
-.-Uism, the 2.6 million visitors 
.. Jordan last year came from 

- irnt, Berlin and as far away as 
• - melon and Madrid. About 85 

r cent were from Arab coon- 
*,5.1 per cent from non- Arab 
4ddle East nations and 5.6 and 
>- •' P^ r 0601 European and 

1 1 . ^ '^Wrican countries respectively. 

7 . .?'■ Tourism accounts for IS per 
1 " t of the Gross National Pro- 

R fasons„for diversifying Jor- 
n*s tourism industry were 
red on a smvey of 60 highly 
icaied, potential first-time vm- 
, • s from the U.K. 


Of die group, 87 per cent said 
they expected to find prehistoric 
rains and 92 per cent to find 
desert in Jordan, suggesting that 
promotional material does not 
need to emphasise cultural and 
desert tourism. 

However, only 43 per cent said 
they were aware of Jordan’s Bib- 
lical history and 45 per cent ex- 
pected to find sandy beaches. 

According to Mr. Nassar, Jor- 
dan boasts 150 sites mentioned in 
holy writings such as Sodom and 
Gommorrah and Machareus. 
They are a small fraction of the 
3,500 recognised sites in the 
country, of which 250 have signi- 
ficant archaeological and historic- 
al value. 

On geography, 55 per cent of 
respondents chose Israel as the 
neighbouring country, stressing 
the compete tive nature or 
tourism. 

Jordan’s tourism plunged 85 
per cent immediately following 
die 1967 Arab-Israeh war. 

“People in England or else- 
where don’t know much about 
Jordan, including Aqaba. Israel 
has a huge budget for Elat. We 
need to spend more money, on 
marketing and infrastructure, on 
the industry,” said Petra Toms 
Deputy General-Manager Awni 
Kawar. 

More cadi may be on the way. 
According to Mr. Nassar, the 
government has promised to allo- 
cate the Jordan Tonrism Board 
$750,000 for tourism marketing 
and promotion, during 1992. The 
marketing budget of the 
of Tourism was less than $200,1 
last year. 

But even if marketing is 
boosted, Mr. Kawar and othere 
argue infrastructure cannot keep 
up. .... 

“If there are 20 groups in Jor- 
dan. the country is blocked. We 
cannot absorb ranch more than 
we have,” Mr. Kawar said. 

But with the hot springs in 
Ma’an still babbling ana the 
camels still treading silently 
across the dunes of Wadi Rum, 
there is room for growth, whether 
in more hotels or in more high- 
spending tourists. 

As one European agent has 
said, Jordan is the world's “best 
kept secret.” But not for long. 


Israelis keep op fierce bombardment 


(Continued from page 1) 

In east Lebanon’s Bekaa Val- 
ley, Israel’s air-force staged two 
separate raids after midday (1000 
GMT^, apparently in response to 
a Katyusha rocket attack before 
dawn Tuesday riurf lolled a 14- 
year-old boy and wounded five 
others in the Israeli border town 
of Kiiyat Shmona. 

Police said Israeli g t mneis in- 
termittently pounded villages in 
South Lebanon and; the western 
Bekaa Valley with howitzers, 
forcing hundreds of people to flee 
to safer areas. 

Cara loaded with refugees and 
with beds and mattresses on top 
drove towards the port cities of 
Tyre and Sidon, which are equip- 
ped with proper air raid shelters. 

Smoke billowed from the Mis 
as the thunder of shell Masts 
echoed across the region over- 
looking the southern market 
town of Nabatiyeh, where people 
emerged to stockpile food and 
drinking water during a short hill. 

“It looks like we’re going to be 
holed up indoors for quite a long 
time. So it’s prudent to have food 
stocks around,” said housewife 
Mariam Sabbagb, 37, mother of 
two daughters. 

In nearby Kfar Tibmt, Moham- 
mad Yassin, 43, was lying on his 
rubble-strewn bed with shrapnel 
wounds from Monday’s Israeli air 
attack. 

“Thank God no one died. But 
the house is badly damaged and 
we don’t have the means to repair 


it,” said Mr. Yassin, a baker. 

Hezbollah leader Hassan Nas- 
rallah Monday called for a gener- 
al mobilisation of bis 3,500 hard- 
core fighters. 

The organisation clamoured 
Tuesday for Lebanon to with- 
draw promptly from the peace, 
talks, which Hezbollah and Iran 
have vowed to wreck. 

The Beirut government 
ignored the demand but said it. 
would lodge a complaint with the 
U.N. Security Council against tbc 
“ferocious Israeli aggressions.” 

The latest fighting m Lebanon, 
coupled with a wave of Palesti- 
nian attacks on Israeli settlers, is 
hampering Mr. Rabin’s efforts to 
prepare his people to make the 
“concessions” required for 
peace. 

Right-wing potitidans who lost 
June elections portray Mr. Rabin 
as soft on the Arabs, and some of 
them are demanding he withdraw 
from the peace talks. 

But Avigdor Ben-Gal, a retired 
Israeli general and former com- 
mander of the Lebanese-Syrian 
front, said Israel should act to 
quieten things down while pur- 
suing the peace process. 

* “I’m going to say something 
very untoward and unpleasant, 
but m say it: Give them the 
honour of firing the last salvo and 
then silence the whole sector, 
because the sector won’t be quiet 
as long as there is competition 
over who fired the final artillery 
round,” Mr. Ben-Gal said on 
Israel Radio. 


King Hassan on shuttle diplomacy 


(Continued from page 1) 
lead to a breakthrough in Jor- 
dan’s ties with Riyadh. 

Arab officials and diplomats 
said Rung Hassan’s tour might 
bring about an Arab mim-summit 
to tackle problems such as territo- 
rial disputes involving Gulf 
states. 

A Saudi-Qatar border dispute 
recently flared into violence and 
Iran and the United Arab Emi- 
rates are contesting ownership of 
three small hut strategic Gulf 
islands. 

The Arab League said it was 4 
not the right time to convene an 
Arab summit but the officials and 
diplomats said King Hassan 
would not have left Rabat if he 


was not sure of some success. 

The Emirates News Agency 
said Kmg Hassan left the UAE 
on Tuesday afternoon. 

It (juoted Mr. Ffiali as saying 
the king was frying to heal region- 
al rifts to help pave the way for an 
Arab summit and give more sup- 
port to Arab teams negotiating 
with Israel. 

•> 

“Morocco is frying for Arab 
reconciliation and to clear the air 
which might pave the way at the 
appropriate time to hold an Arab 
summit,” Mr. FHah said. 

“The Arab negotiators (at the 
Middle East peace talks) need 
Arab solidarity... so as to guaran- 
tee (Arab) rights,” he said. 


Sahnoun quits as Somalia envoy 


(Continued from' page 1) 
However, U.N. Operation 
Somalia, in a statement, said Mr. 
Sahnoun offered his resignation 
because of the obstacles Somali 
war lords have placed in the way 
of international efforts to feed the 
country’s hundreds of thousands 
of hungry people. 

There was no confirmation 
whether Dr. GhaH accepted Mr. 
Sahnoun's resignation, made 
Monday from U.N. offices in 
neighbouring Kenya. Mr. 
Sahnoun was in Mogadishu Tues- 


day, but not immediately avail- 
able for comment 

The Algerian diplomat has 
overseen the world body’s Soma- 
Ha operations since April, includ- 
ing relief efforts and peace nego- 
tiations. 

In the past Mr. Sahnoun has 
been critical of what he said was 
the U.N. tardiness in responding 
to the Somali catastrophe. 

He told the U.S.-based CBS 
broadcasting network last month 
that earlier U.N. intervention in 
Somalia would have saved lives. 


Turkey sends armour into north Iraq 


(Co nti nued from page 1) 

talks were already underway. 
There has beat no independent 
confirmation. 

At least three Turkish soldiers 
have (tied and nine have been 
injured since planes and troops 
crossed the border on Oct 16. 


There are no reliable figures on 
FKK casualties. 

Iraqi Kurds began their own 
campaign against the PKK on 
Oct. 4, when the separatists 
ignored an ultimatum from the 
Kurdish “parliament” to leave 
northern Iraq. 

More than 5.100 people have 


been lulled since 1984 in the 
PKK’s fight for a separate Kur- 
dish state in southeast Turkey, 
largely waged from bases across 
the ill-defined border 1 in north- 
ern Iraq. 

Turkish Prime Minister Suley- 
man Demirel has said the army 
Operation will last until border 
security needs are met. 


The military sourcar. dismissed 
warnings try political commenta- 
tors that harsh winter conditions 
could hamper the campaign. 

Winter is certainly an impor- 
tant factor but it is not the deter- 
ramng one. We are trained to 
fight .m minus 40 degrees Celsius 
Tur - 


A NICE DAY WITH ALITALIA 
OFFERS YOU . . . 


/llitalia 



- v. 

. * \ ' 


BREAKFAST in ROMA : 

You will be iheie after only 4 hours. Departure 
from Amman at 06 . 25 am. arrival ar 09 ■ 45 am 
LUNCH in FRANKFURT : 

Departure from Roma at 10 . 30 am. arrival at 
12 . 30 pm. Only 45 minutes connecting time in 
Roma . 

TEA in LOSANGELES : 

Departure from Roma at 11 . 00 am. arrival at 
16 . 35 pm. One hour and 15 minutes connecting 
time in Roma . 

DINNER in NEW YORK 
Arrival same day at 17 . 00 pm. 

YES you can have all this and much more 
effective 25 October. 1992 ALITALIA will 
operate on Wednesday's DIRECT to ROMA with 
AB300 at 250 seats. 

If you are not in a hurry and you wish to enjoy 
Italian hospitality in Roma, guest 'of Alitalia, we 
have a flight AB300 also on Sunday's leaving 
from Amman at 09.50 .* 

Please do not hesitate to contact your Travel 
Agent or our Offices ; 


/llitalia 


Ticketing / Kesemiion Office : 

Jsbal EJ -Hussein - Kuun Center Bldg, oeft Fir. 
Tel : 636038 - 625203 Amman - Jordan 

• via Be Inn . 


JORDAN MARKET PLACE 


s' 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THERELIABLE 


PM^tN&.AlR TOEfGHI 
FORWARDING. DOOH-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN' KAWAR * SONS 

TVUB04676 604696 




g CROWN 

g INT’L EST.. 

§ Packing, shipping, 1 
■ forwarding, storage. I 
§ clearing, door-to-dodr 1 
b service . S 

Air, Sea and Land 







******* S 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 




YOUR BEST CHOKE 
IN JORDAN^ 

* Kate Drydean, 1 He. Service 

* Shoes repair -A Engraving 

* Keys Service 

A Uptioteby, curtains & carpels 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Me c ca Street, behind Pizza 
Hat, phone 82.1S56, Pax 
8281 S3 


STOWOHAIG 

• ■S' 

it . Quality in 

i Stewgop your colour film at 
-get:- 

w^-:**** ' jfarger 

- - 30 cm .. 




4 RENT 

Super super deluxe 
penthouse.. Unfur- 
nished. 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms. 

Location: Tla’a AI Ali 
Price JD 7,000 

For further -details, p lease call: 



Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 

‘ available 

Open DaSy 12.30-330 pm 
7.30 -Tl .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
■ towards 3rd circle 


Tel. 659519 659520 






CHINESE FOOD 

Open dpity 
■ Tel: 83-31441$ 



* The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 

ANiyyah Girts School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

| 7:00 — Mktoight 
Tel. 638068 




Tel.: 610605, 810609 
.Fax: §10520 


MANDARIN REgTAPRANT I 

Special Chinese Foods 
ScOted Chinese Chefs 

|jjpca njQ-3-JU A 

Take away Is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
n ear Philadelphia Hote l 

[TBL 6C1922, Amman 

Cnee Tasted 
Alwut|t Loved 



' CHEN'S > 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
■ Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 

Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
spec/aJMes, 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. ' 

v 6:30 -Midnight / 



TAIWAN T0URISM0 


New mana geme nt by 
Mr. Chan. D. H. 
Take away service 
& home delivery 

Ope n daily 


12:00 - 15:30 18:30 - Midnight 
Near Third Circle, 
opposite Akilah Hospital 
il Amman, tel. 641083 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
_ Kitchenette in every 
room-.! 


IIAKftTEL 

ih£<iui= 


Amman -Tel. 668193 
PO Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
..Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 

si rjj>. 
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Fischer overcomes Panic in 
impromptu chess match 


££LGRADE (AP) — Bobby 
Fisier has added Yugoslav Pre- 
mier Mi) an Panic to his list of 
vanquished chess opponents, a 
0*' grade newspaper reported. 

:iie daily Veoemje Novosti 
■said the two battled it out when 
Panic showed up at Fischer’s 
ho'sl room and proposed to “test 
jv.s strength” against the former 
•rhranpion. 

Fiscber pulled out a pocket 
chessboard and won the first 
game. 

But the newspaper said Panic 
bat-led him to a draw in the 
secDnd, with some coaching from 
Yugoslav grandmaster Sveiozar 
G'igoric. The report said Fiscber 
•Jsu “ignored” some of the pre- 
mier's mistakes. 

Fiscber was supposed to be 
paying old rival Boris Spassky in 
their SS million rematch, but the 
gome was postponed after Spass- 
!*; became bedridden with the 
flu. 

Fischer leads 0-4 in the match, 
which goes to the first player to 
10 games. 

rtscher won the world chess 


championship by defeating the 
Russian-born Spassky in 1972, 
but the International Chess Fed- 
eration stripped him of the title in 
1972 after he refused to defend it 
in a dispute over rule changes. 

The 49 year-old American in- 
sists the rematch against Spassky, 
who has lived in virtual retire- 
ment in France, is again for the 
world title, although it is not 
sanctioned by the chess federa- 
tion. 

Fischer may stay 
in Yugoslavia 

Meanwhile Fischer suggested 
he might stay on in Yugoslavia 
after his $5 million rematch with 
Boris Spassky. 

At what may be the last weekly 
news conference of the match, be 
was asked which country he in- 
tended to visit when he left 
Yugoslavia. 

He laughingly replied: “Well, 
assuming I leave, eventually ... h. 
must be Hungary, it’s the only 
way out.” 





FAST IN AQABA 

Fast cruising voyages 
for families & tourists 



FAST YACHT IS FULLY EQUIPPED FOR YOUR 
SAFETY & COMFORT.. 
A1RCONDITIONED CABIN COMPRISING 
TWO BEDROOMS. SITTING ROOM & KITCHEN, 
TELEVISION. VIDEO, FLY BRIDGE, 
YACHT IS FULLY INSURED & LICENSED. 
EXPERIENCED CAPTAIN 

COULD BE RENTED FOR 
HALF-A-DAY OR ONE DAY OR MORE 
FOR RESERVATION PLEASE CALL: 
713193. 715815. CONTACT FAX. 713194 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH H1HSCH 


NO WAY TO GET OUT 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 

NORTH 
4 It 10 6 3 
K J T 

Q J 

* A K 5 3 

WEST EAST 

4 7 2 4 A 4 

A 9 10 8 6 4 3 

K 10 87 5 3- 6 2 
* J94 4 Q 10 7 6 

SOUTH 
4Q J98 5 
Q 5 2 
A 9 4 
48 2 
The bidding 

North East South West 

1 NT Pass 3 4 Pass 

4 4 Puss 4 4 Pass 

Pass Pass 
Opening lead: Ace of 
Take nur word for it— those 
p Ion *ant- looking people to your 

right and left at the bridge table are 
trying to d» you in. That doesn't 
mean you have to consent meekly to 
Iteing led tn the slaughter. 

North's four clubs was a cue-bid 
-bowing a maximum no trump and 
. .*W snide rupunrt. However. 
.- J ■<* 'i r >> bound 


have jumped to three spades to 
show a maximum with good spades, 
and South’s four spades would have 
ended the auction, the only differ- 
ence being that North would then 
have been the declarer.) 

West attacked with ace and an- 
other heart. Since it was obvious 
North wanted to niff a heart, declar- 
er immediately led a trump. East 
won and gave West a heart raft The 
club return was taken in dummy, 
and declarer eventually had tu rely 
■m the diamond finesse for the con- 
tract-down one. 

While it woe unlikely that declar- 
er could prevent a heart ruff. South 
could have take some preventive 
medicine. Befnre tackling trumps, it 
w.iuld have cost declarer nothing to 
first cash the ace and king or clubs 
and then ruff a club with the eight of 
trumps. With that seemingly unim- 
portant business out of the way, de- 
clarer could revert to trumps. 

k'asii would still have been able to 
give West a heart rufT, but as the 
cards lie, declarer's precautionary 
move would have paid huge divi- 
dends. Down to nothing but dia- 
monds. West would have been 
forced to lead away from the king 
■ J c- .n -rV ••■nbined t?nace 


Final round of Jordan 
Tennis Championship begins 


By Afeen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 


AMMAN — The third and final 
round of the 1992 Jordan Tennis 
Championship begins Wednesday 
with 30 players competing in what 
promises to be an interesting and 
challenging round. 

Top ranked Hani'Al Ali, who 
won the first and second round 
earlier this year, is again the main 
contender as he aims to win the 
final round and retain his No. 1 
ranking in the final year of rivalry 
with second ranked imad Abu 
Hamda 

Ali recently announced that he 
might play for Jordan in the 1993 
Davis Cup before retiring from 
competitive tennis after he 
dominated the' tennis scene m 
Jordan for the past decade. 

Abu Hamda however will be 


no easy opponent to overcome. 

He has steadily improved his 
game and gave Ali a hard time, 
especially in the second round 
final. 

“Both players arc very good, 
and I expect the final to be more 
competitive than before.” 

National team coach Yousef 
Oreibi told tbe Jordan Times, 

“Ali might have the winning edge 
because of his experience.” 

He pointed out that tbe Jorda- 
nian national team would be 
selected after the third round. 

Tbe players will then prepare for TTant A1 Ali 
the 1993 Davis Cop qualifiers in 
which Jordan plays Iran, and tbea A supernst 
faces the loser of the Kuwait- five committe- 
Thailand match. has been set i 



A supervisory and administra- 
tive committee for the Davis Cup 
has been set up. It is headed by 


Imad Aba Hamda 

Dr. Roshen A1 Irani, and will 
oversee the preparation of tbe 
national team. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


JBF organises under-22 championship 

.AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan Basketball Federation (JBF) has 
finally decided to organise the 1992 under-22 championship 
replacing the previous under-19 category according to intern a tional 
basketball federation recommendations. Eleven teams will com- 
pete in the champ ionshi p and the schedule will soon be 
announced by tbe technical committee of the JBF. 

UEFA bans Liverpool manager Souness 

BERNE (R) — The European Football Union (UEFA) has 
banned Liverpool manager Graeme Souness for five matches for 
insulting the referee in a European Cup Winners’ Cup match in 
Moscow last Thursday. In a statement on Tuesday, UEFA said 
Souness had grossly insulted tbe referee in the second round, first 
leg tie against Moscow Spartak. Spartak won 4-2. A one-match 
ban was also imposed on Liverpool Goalkeeper Bruce Grobbe- 
Jaar who was sent off in the match. 

Five Norwegians fined after Samaranch protest 

OSLO(R) — Five Norwegians have been fined for damaging cars 
taking International Olympic Committee (IOC) president Joan 
Antonio Samaranch and other officials on a visit to sites of the 
1994 Winter Olympics, police said Monday. About 20 people in 
Hamar. a town near Lille hammer which is to be the main host of 
tbe 1994 games, demonstrated against Samaranch for his role in 
the Government of former Spanish dictator Francisco Franco. 
Shouting slogans like “fascist go home” protestors broke a 
headlamp on one of the cars driving Samaranch and other 
Olympic officials as they drove away after inspecting a speed- 
skating hall. Another car was dented by kfcki- 


Olajuwon feud continues 


GALVESTON, Texas (AP) — 
The Houston Rockets opened 
preseasem workouts this week 
amid the simmering fend between 
star centre Akeem Olajuwon and 
owner Charlie Thomas, but play- 
ers said the controversy was all on 
tbe outside. 

“Yon play 82 games with 12 
players and the coaches and you 
will have problems,” guard Scott 
Brooks said. “Here there are 
problems too until you get on the 
court Then there are no more 
problems.” 

Olajuwon, steaming over the 
Rockets’ failure to trade him, 
called Thomas a coward and said 
he still expected an apology for 
an incident last March when be 
was suspended for refusing to suit 
up because of a hamstring injury. 

Thomas said he’d done nothing 
that required an apology and 
suggested that Olajuwon fulfill 
his contract obligations. 

But the feud was forgotten 
amid huffs and puffs of coach 
Rudy Tomjanovich 's defensive 
drills at Galveston ball high 
school. 

“He's in camp, he's working as 
hard as anyone, that’s all you can 
ask,” centre Tree Rollins said. 
“Spiritually, he’s a very strong 
guy. I think that helps him. There 
are no problems with. his work 


habits.” 

Olajuwon participated in tbe 
two-bour drill and then bolted for 
the door, declining further inter- 
views. 

But Tomjanovich, trying to 
conduct serious workouts amid 
the furor, said he has do com- 
plaints about his superstar. 

'To me, there is no Akeem 
situation,” Tomjanovich said. 
‘To me, it's a media deal. He's 
was very receptive to ' me last 
year, he was before camp started 
and he has been now. He comes 
to play." 

Tomjanovich said he was not 
concentrating on Olajuwon’s 
squabbles. 

He preferred to emphasize 
Olajuwon being in camp and 
working hard. 

“There are some who look at 
what he’s said and call that nega- 
tive,” Tomjanovich said. Tm 
thinking about the positive be- 
cause I think he's done the right 
thing by coming in and getting to 
work.” 

Olajuwon, sat out five games 
last season with a hamstring in- 
jury. He refused to suit up for 
two games and was suspended for 
three more before be came bade 
and said he would play the rest of 
the season but wanted a trade. 


J 


LANDMARK SWING: Mohammad Azharaddin, captain of 
the Indian cricket team, practises during the first training 
session in Johannesburg Tuesday. The Indian team is the first 
to tour Sooth Africa since the coon tty's readmission to the 
International Cricket Council (ICC). Indian and South 
African officials decided to try out the unprecedented posting 
of three umpires in warm-op matches before next month’s 
historic test series (AFP photo) 


Istanbul aims for Olympics on two continents 


ISTANBUL (R) — Istanbul, lad- 
ding for the Olympics in the year 
2000, aims to be tbe first city to 
stage the games on two conti- 
nents. 

Divided by the Bosphorus, it 
straddles Europe and Asia. Tur- 
kish National Olympic Commit- 
tee president Sinan Eidem said 
some events would be held on the 
European side and others on the 
Asian. 

“If Istanbul is selected the 
games will be held for the first 
time on two continents,” Erdem 
said. All events will be held with- 
in a 40-kilometre radius. 

Erdem said tbe Turkish gov- 
ernment bad set aside a budget of 
$12 million for promotion. The 
U.S. advertising company Young 
and Rubicom has been hired as 


communications consultants to 
promote the bid. 

Seven other cities are bidding 
for the 2000 Sommer Olympics — 
Beijing, Berlin, Brasilia, Man- 
chester, Milan, Sydney and Tash- 
kent. A decision on foe host dty 
will be made at an IOC session in 
Monaco next September. 

Founded in tbe seventh century 
BC, Istanbul has served as capital 
of three world empires: The Ro- ■ 
man, tbe Byzantine and foe Otto- 
man. With a population of over 
eight million, it is modern Tur- 
key’s largest city and a regional 
hub for trade, industry and cul- 
ture. 

“If foe promotion of Istanbul 
and Turkey is done effectively 
Istanbul will be selected as the 
venue for the games,” Erdem 


said. 

Tbe Olympic village, housing 
more than 15,000 athletes, would 
be situated in HalkaU, on the 
European side of die city near the 
sea of Marmara, Tevfik Bilgin, 
coordination and planning mana- 
ger of Young and Rubkxun ’s 
Istanbul office, said. 

The village would be 12 kms 
from Istanbul Ataturk Interna- 
tional Airport and from foe 
Olympic . stadium and associated 
sports complexes. 

It would be easily reachable 
from tbe dty centre by car, bus 
and a light rapid metro system- 
expected to be completed this 
decade. 

Several new five-star hotels 
have been completed and others 
are planned, Bilgin said. Tbe city 


would easily meet Olympic acco- 
mmodation and telecommunication 
requirements, he added. 

Bilgin said tbe Olympics would 
help Istanbul’s urban renewal and 
improve -foe city’s environment. 
“We want to hold green Olympic 
games,” he said. 

A massive new sewerage sys-* 
tern with 14 biological water 
treatment plants is under con- 
struction in Istanbul to purity 
coastal waters. 

Construction work is in prog- 
ress on a pipeline system which 
w31 supply Siberian natural gas 
and reduce foe city’s air pollu- 
tion. 

Bflgin said the drawback in 
Istanbul’s bid might be Turkey’s 
limited experience of competition 
in Olympic events. 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY OCTOBER IS, 19f t 

By nomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carton Kg^ter Founda 

GENERAL TENDEyCIES:. Con- a 

tact friends and show that you want own personal wisnes are uruugn 

to cooperate in mutual projects so into question. _ . 

that better over all results are LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
possible. Use a different psyefaolo* 22) Your public success se ems to 
gy ami come to a better under- ^pend upon a prominent person 
standing. but actually that person at the 

ARIES: (March 21 to April W) ° 

Sjd to a SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 

&53y matter today so postpone ber 21) A newcomer has excellent 
tin a more prospitious time but suggestions for your advancemem 
toni gh t is good for music bobby. by they do not go along with the 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 

a SAGHTAJUUS: ( November^ to 

sitSoTxri* a routine ally and December 2!) 

have estrangement so guard you nd of those pracucal pmmxsyva 

speedjTwritinB careful!?. have made tefovejoi^tf to *c 

... recreations and pleasures ot a new 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June -1) natme you anticipate. 

Consider well any financial matter . 

and then talcg under advisement so CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
you can then pro c eed rather than January 20) A new attitude “***** 
make judgements at the moment. of circumstances at home snowa 

MOnNanLDREN: (June 22 to 3wait S 6 "™* tbe vanOUS ***? ° f 
MOOT CHILDREN. (June to usual labour operating in a 

Ju y 21) Don’t get in the position SSSy maimer 

where you have to take sides be- 7 

tween a family member and an AQUARIUS: (Januarv 21 to Febrn* 

outsider but late tonight you see [9) you would be sensible to 

the situation dearly. have a more well rounded orga- 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) An nised manner of handling jot 

at tachment and one at a distance eve relay concerns so focus upon 

present diffe rent things for you to that rather than dashi n g around. 

do but schedule your time so they nsCES: (February 20 to March 

both can be made to work in your 20) Don't try some new approach 

bcbalf. at increasing your finances just yet 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September or you lose out but put time and 

22) There is a conflict in interests interest in arranging fun that lifts 

today for you between promises of your burden. 



“I quit my diet, f can't be a perfect 
husband on an empty stomach! 1 ' 


raiPBPE 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 



Now arrange the cirded letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cart 00a 


Answer here : 



Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

J urn Wes; GAUZE FORCE DISCUS BONNET 
Answer. What nostalgia is — 

NOT WHAT IT USED TO BE 


THE Daily Crossword by Tom Guarro 


ACROSS 
1 Shoot 
5 Chums 
9 ComoUdats 

14 Amino, a_g. 

15 Error 

16 Isolated 

17 Patriotic motif 

20 Spokes 

21 Dawn Dto 

22 Pan of DEA 

24 Dtgtt 

25 Nocturnal bird 

28 Busybody 

29 Inchon native 
3217 

33 Boston airport 

34 Musauroer 

35 Just 

39 Confection 

40 Loansharking 

41 Use a sieve 

42 Look what the 
• wind — i 

44 — Na Na 

47 Yale 

48 Tavern order 

49 Slide fastener 
SI Ruts In more 

bidets 

55 Stone (wrier 

56 Everyone 

59 Papes 

60 Ms Adams 

61 Brad 

62 Car style 

63 Dimwit 

64 Otherwise 

. DOWN 

1 Fawcett 

2 Glacial period 

3 Dominated 

4 — (Bvn) AKMrt 

5 Gr. tetter 

6 Sask. neighbor 
7ln — of 

8 OMenemy of 
' Athena 

9 Sierra — 

10 Island of exile 

11 Certain auto 
mishap 

12 Ox-ake animal 

13 Shoe width 
■18 Tree 

19 Midday . 



TiSunt MMI« : 
MRiglaRmnW 

23 System of 
exercises 
26 OenophOe's 


5 Puzzle Solved: 


nnnn ranoon nincm 

nR Qn«n nnocinnnn 
nann nann 
rani .jnnncr.n nnnnnn 
nrJH nranno "nron 

nnn^ ^ninn 

nnnnn nmr] 

DQn 5SE nnnnan^h 

nn n£! nn nnnm 
ngnnRnnn rjRnnnn 
p]0^ni3rnnnnn nnnn 
nug 1 - Bnnmn nnnn 
nrinH mnnup rimnn 


27 Htuminated 

30 Campaigned 

31 Invest 

32 Certain picture 

33 Pick up 

34 Buff 

35 Fal short 

36 Triple Crown 
winner 

37Cotnp.pt 
38 Teat 
39 Poet*a 
monogram 
42Pofitieei 
epafifloA 
43 Sipped through 
44Ha0x 
45 Matisse vd 
Rousseau 

S RJ?."- 

,S£“ii£ 




















Financial ■ i0 W" n¥ ^7 TO 

Ctt-opefTMton whh 

Marxro Amman Bank 

uj, Mlw In b ittn o tfaiwU Marines 


I- NEWARK 

Currency 


Surfing Poona 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


European Curreny (JnJi 


* UHD hr sre: 

VMnft h OpH»*s 4 Mew CMT 

l amuww q htww Haems Dj 


Currency 


Sterling Pound 


Dwoche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


European Currency Unit 



Date; 27;! 


1 MTH 

3 MTILS 

3. 37 

3. Si 

9.00 

7.S/ 

5.93 

8. 65 

3.86 

6.00 


9.50 

1 3.87 1 

3.67 

||^p 




Metal 

USD/Oz 

Gold 

336.70 


D * ta: 27 H 0/92 


USD/Oz JD/Cm 


Centra) In* of J«dm Ixchugo lata RaiMn 


21 HO ; 91 


Offer 


0.626 


1.0840 


C.4466 



Swiss Franc 


Japanese Yen' 


Guilder 


Swedish Krona 


Italian Lira 4 


Belgian Franc 


o .mo 


0.0915 


0.1156 


0 . 051 & 


0.02172 



1.7640 


0.15 52 


Egyptian Pound 


Omani Rival 


LAE Dirham 


Greek Drachma.'' 


Cypriot Pound 


• nr rao • 

CAB Indices for Amman Financial Marlwt 


1:7710- ~ ’ 


0. 1565 




Index 


AU-Share 


Bunking Sector 


Imurence Sector 


Industry Sector 


Servkw Sector 


Pnu*cr 3i. lew ■= ion 



25/10/9? close 


116.92 


165.32 


116.71 


169.36 



LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 

One sterling 1.5685/95 U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 1.2483/88 Canadian dollar 


One ounce of gold $338.90/339.30 


Cinema 


1.5685/95 

U.S. dollars 

1.2483/88 

Canadian dollar 

1.5320/30 

Deotscfaeinarks 

1.7200/15 

Dutch guilders 

13655/65 

Swiss francs 

31.48/52 

Belgian francs 

5.1880/930 

French francs 

1323/1331 

Italian lire * 

122.35/45 

Japanese yen 

5.7750/850 

Swedish crowns 

6.2500/600 

Norwegian crowns 

5.8950/9050 

Danish crowns 


Tel: 677420 


LETHAL WEAPON 3 

Shows; 3 JO, 6:15. 830. 10:30 p.m. 


\ 


/ 


Tel: 67557 

Nabil Al Hashini Theatre 


Today ‘and’ eveTjf day, Nabil Ai 
Mashini Theatre in Abdall 
presents 
Abu Awwad.« in 

TAA’AH WA KAYMEH (CHAOS) 

l . Show: 8:30 pjn. y 

X Ticket window Is open all day / 
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Turkey 
plans to 
liberalise 
gold trading 

ISTANBUL (R) — Turkey plans 
to set up a gold exchange in 
Istanbul and liberalise gold trad- 
ing by the end of the year, a 
government nmristei: said Mon- 


M We warn to establish a gold 
exchange in Istanbul ami liberal- 
ise the importing and exporting of 
gold,” Tansn Qfler, state minis- 
ter responsible for the economy, 
told a meeting of the Foreign 
Investment Association of Tur- 
key- * 

She aid private and state com- 
mercial banks would be allowed 
to import and export gold, cur- 
rently a monopoly of the central 
bank. She said a gold refinery 
would also be established. 

Industry sources said the ex- 
change would be set np in Istan- 
bul's covered bazaar, where 
thousands of merchants and 
craftsmen deal in gold jewellery. 

Mr. Oiler said the measures 

to trans^xm Istanbul into a ma- 
jor regional banking and finance 
centre. 

Turkey is one of the world's 
biggest importers of gold for 
jewellery. Central bank figures 
show it sold 113 tonnes of gold in 
1991. 


Smuggling also rises 


Indian gold imports surge 


BOMBAY (R) — India’s legal world gold prices flat, India re- 
gokl imports have surged to 58.5 mains & most attractive market, 
tonnes over the past seven even with the risks of contraband 
mouths, but rampant smuggling is smuggling." 
also rising following the easing of Unt3 the relaxation of rales, 
controls on holding the precious the government had imposed 
metal, traders said Monday. tough restrictions on the import 
The finance ministry said more of gold that kept India's gold 
than six tonnes of gold had been price between 20 and 50 per cent 
imported in the first half of Octo- higher than tbe world price. 


her ahead of last weekend’s 
celebrations of Diwati, or the 
festival of lights marking tbe fifin- 
du new year. 

It took total imports to 58.5 
tonnes since the beginning of 
March when Indian expatriates 
and nationals staying abroad for 
at least six months were allowed 
to bring in up to five kilogrammes 
(160 troy ounces) of gold as part 
of their personal baggage, subject 
to a tax of 220 rupees $8.51) per 
10 grammes (almost one-third of 
a troy ounce) 

But legal imports are dwarfed 
by tbe amount smuggled in from 
the Middle East, and across the 
Nepal and Pakistan borders. 

Shantilal Sonawala, director 
and past president of the Bombay 
Bullion Association, said smug- 
gled gold now totalled an esti- 
mated 220 tonnes a year, up 50 
tonnes of die level two yearn ago. 
It bad a retail value in Ixufia of 80 
billion rupees ($3.0 billion). 

“Most of the gold follows a 
route through Dubai from major 
markets in tbe West,” Mr. Sona- 
wala said in an interview. “With 
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i hro» iuk ran saving 6 investment 
MAS BANKING CORPORBXiaR/JORTRN 
JORDAN nxXOBAL BANK 
AMfAM BANK FOR INVESTMENT /OTn 
NEAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 
NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SXUUUT1ES 
BUSINESS BANK 

SETT KLMAL BAVXNOAHIVNSTMKNT TOR BOOSING 

NANS OT JORDAN 

ARAB BANK 

JORDAN INSURANCE 

JORDAN FRENCH ENSURE** 

ZABMOUK XNSOAAKK A REINSURANCE 
JORDABXUI KZNCBtlC MMtR 
ARAB nraRNATZONAL snu 
UVNSTOK A POULTRY 
VEHICLE* bun IKDERAXXON 
JORDAN NATIONAL S H I N NIN G t-Tnv 
JORDAN PRESS FOUNDATION / ALBA 'I 
UNITED HTIOTI.K EAST A fTHESTTfEIE ROZBLS 
hmsxinany. equip, r e ntenc a MAINTENANCE 
PETRA BRBPSISNS C BQOIPHKNTr. LEASING 
JORDAN GOLF BEAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 
JORDAN X1BNRKATZONAL TRADING SNEER 
r.p.g... INVESTMENT 

JORDAN PRESS A PONLIBBINO /A3-DOOTOUR 

ABAB PARTS COMVKRTIM A TRADING 

JORDAN DAIKT 

ABAB A IUHTNUM INDUSTRY 

ARAB PMARMACEUnCAL MASDPlCnUNS 

TBE HDUSTMJUi COMMERCIAL A ACRXCDUDRAL 

arab c aan c A L detergents raonsTRiES 

NATIONAL S T EE L INDUSTRY 

DAB AL DANA DEVELOPMENT A INVESTMENT 

XJYTKHHEDXATE* PETBO— CHDCCAL INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN GLASS DCDCSTHERS 

JORDAN PAPER A CARD BOARD FACTORIES 

THE JORDAN PIPES ma nuirothr um 

JORDAN TANNING 

ARAB dun FOR SHARK. A CTENIOILS 
NATIONAL ZRDOS3SXS8 
JORDAN mnarrffmt. 2NDDSTRXEB 
UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL XNODSTBX8S 
ALADDIN INDUS INI** 


JORDAN UUWJSUXS A HATCH/ JXMCO 


JORDAN HOOD TM WMTRIWS / JWICO 
HAYIONAL CABLE A NZBE MANUFACTURING 


JORDAN PRECAST C ONCMS I K I NDUU TWf 
UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 


VOLUME 

JD 

TiTtol 

PRICE 

PRICE 

3,695 

3.680 

3.600 

3. 590 

3.722 

2.170 

2.160 

- 2.160 

755 

3.000 

3.020 

3.020 

13,163 

2.470 

2.450 

2.440 

1,525 

3.080 

3.050 

3.050 

4.744 

2.950 

1.930 

2.950 

6,235 

3.960 

3.900 

3.890 

61,230 

1.410 

1.410 

1.410 

23,903 

1.670 

1.850 

1.850 

20,919 

3.810 

3.800 

•3.780 

BOO 

3.200 

3.200 

3.380 

16,043 

5.540 

5.500 

5.520 

2,70u 

18.000 

18.000 

18.000 

2,410 

120.000 120.500 

120.500 

9,425 

2.900 

2.900 

2.900 

6,170 

2.880 

2.B70 

3.870 

1,435 

2.820 

2. 870 

2.870 

370 

1.390 

1.370 

1.370 

53,077 

6.260 

6.250 

6.250 

*%•*. 

1.250 

1.240 

1.240 

1,530 

5.100 

6.100 

5.100 

224 

2.200 

2.240 

2.240 

468 

9.S30 

9.350 

9.350 

29,590 

2.160 

2.150 

2.140 





3.419 

1.180 

1.190 

1.190 

69,560 

0.830 

0.830 

0.640 

760 

0.910 

0.960 

0.960 

240 

1.520 

1.600 

1.600 

245 

6-000 

4.900 

4.900 

3,151 

1.410 

1.400 

1.400 

7,596 

2.540 

2.540 

2.530 

46,802 

8.670 

8.520 

B.600 

12.476 

6.750 

6.750 

6.740 

21,615 

5.700 

5.690 

5.600 

4,130 

20.600 

20.600 

20.700 

23,206 

5.910 

5.900 

6.060 

6,023 

B.600 

8.610 

8.600 

10,440 

3.620 

3.600 

3.600 

15,370 

0.760 

0.760 

0.760 

490 

4.650 

4.900 

4.900 

14,976 

2.080 

2. 880 

2.880 

520 

5.200 

G.200 

5.200 

25,505 

3.310 

3.200 

3.280 

21,002 

0.890 

0.090 

0.880 

245 

4.900 

4.900 

4.900 

668 

13.300 

13.350 

13.350 

11,636 

3.700 

3.730 

3.730 

1.650 

3.450 

3.300 

3.300 

86,036 

2.410 

2.450 

3.470 

73.576 

1.190 

1.200 

1.250 

5,940 

2.970 

2.970 

2.970 

481 

2.750 

2. 850 

21850 

5,080 

6.360 

6.350 

6.350 

152.605 

4.100 

4.100 

4.070 

9,687 

1.370 

1.360 

3.360 

11,972 

1.940 

. 1.950 

1.940 

24,980 

0.410 

O.410 

0.420 

18,303 

4.980 

4.970 

4.960 

143,019 

2.900 

2.870 

2.870 

26, BU 

0.330 

8.340 

8.360 




Show. 1230. 330. 6:15. 830. 10:45 

Special performances for children 
on Thursday & Friday at 1 1 :00 a.m. 

BUGS BUNNY 


/ 



/ AHLAN ’ 


Always something new to go with.... 
< VUDRM-weswtf«nkr-yigr 

presented at the Ahlan Nabil and Hlsham 
Theatre, Rainbow Hall - Jabal Amman. 
We have dally performances except Mon- 
\days a 

\ For reservation, call tel. 625155 / 


But the new rules, announced 
as part of India’s economic re- 
forms introduced in the national 
budget last February, have sent 
gold prices tumbling from a pre- 
budget peak of 5,000 rupees 
($193.57) per 10 grammes of stan- 
dard mint gold to 4,060 rupees 
($157.18) quoted on Sunday, 
Bombay Bullion Association 
President, Makhkhanlal Damani 
said. 

Dealers said this still gives a 
mark-up on world prices of at least 
660 rupees ($25.55) per 10 gram- 
mes. 

In the latest easing of restric- 
tions, the gov e rn m ent announced 
just ahead of Diwali last Wednes- 
day that Indian exporters could 
import 18 previously restricted 
items, including gold, worth up to 
20 per cent of their export earn- 


mgs. 

Other protected items that may 
now be imported by trading com- 
panies include video cameras and 
tapes, portable electric gener- 
ators, dry battery cells and com- 
pact disc players. 

India has one of the world’s 
largest gold boards, estimated at 
around 7,000 tonnes, built up 
over the centuries and spread 
through its population of 850 
million people. 

Gold is preferred by Indians as 
a hedge against inflation. All 
women from tbe richest to the 
most lowly wear gold or silver 
ornaments and bracelets, while 
tbe exchange of gold jewellery is 
an essential part of any marriage 
dowry. 

“Marriage demand is constant 
at around 100 tonnes of gold a 
year,” Mr. Sonawala said. 

But India has only three mines 
producing two to three tonnes of 
gpld a year, while Mr. Sonawala 
placed demand for fabrication of 
jewellery and ornaments at 
around 400 tonnes a year. 

Until the new import policy for 
trading houses and private 
citizens, India’s legal imports 
through state banks totalled 6-10 


tonnes a year. 

Demand was met from recy- 
cled gold and smuggling, Mr. 
Sonawala said. 

Tbe government's objective is 
to gradually bring India in line 
with world prices. 

But while Mr. Sonawala said 
prices could ease, he added it was 
unlikely that Indian prices would 
fall to international levels for 
some time. 

“We will only meet the interna- 
tional prices if our demand is less 
than supply, which is hardly 
possible. So we will continue to 
have some edge over internation- 
al prices,” be said. 

The government and the Re- 
serve Bank of India (RBI), the 
country's central bank, are con- 
sidering a plan to tap India's huge 
privately-held reserves through 
the creation of a gold manage- 
ment corporation, but details are 
still being worked out. 

Under the plan, Indians would 
deposit gold with the corpora- 
tion, that would be managed by 
the RBI. They would receive 
interest of the gold, which would 
then be used to boost the coun- 
try's foreign exchange reserves. 


Gold 
trade 
booming 
in Dubai 


Bangladesh to spice up 
stock market with incentives 


DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh 
plans to revamp its newly revived 
stock market by providing wide- 
ranging incentives to foreign and 
local investors, officials and 
analysts said. 

They said the Dhaka Stock 
Exchange. Ltd. (DSE) would 
soon tighten its poorly-regulated 
brokerage system by creating 
more corporate members, setting 
up a security exchange authority 
to oversee the stock market and 
ensuring a smoother flow of 
stocks. 

“Lack of transparencies and 
proper corporate management 
due to the absence of an effective 
authority are discouraging both 
local and foreign investors,” said 
Amina! Islam Khan, DSE chair- 
man. 

“We are already planning to 
turn individual members (of 
DSE) into corporate ones to im- 
prove liquidity, credibility and 
efficiency of broking firms,” he 
said in an interview. 

DSE officials say foreign inves- 


tors prefer to deal with corporate would also be tackling problems 
members as they can be more arising from the taka's recent 


reliable than individual members. 

DSE officials said they expect 
the number of corporate mem- 


arising from the taka's recent 
depredation. 

“This market is particularly 
lucrative for foreigners because 


bens will be increased “in tire near the average P.E. (price/eamings 
future” from the present three ratio) is below 10 tunes,” said 
out of a total of 195 listed brok- former DSE chairman 
ere. Hemayetuddin Ahmad m an in- 

Mr. Khan said foreign firms terview. 
were keen on bulk purchases but “But the currency depredation 
whether or not they would be and a single digit inflation rate in 
able to make them would depend recent years diminish to some 
on deepening the market and extent the appeal of the market to 
easing share flows- the foreign investors,” Mr. 

The total market capitalisation Ahmad said, 
of the DSE, which lists 138 com- The taka depreciated by about 
panics, stood at 10.39 billion taka 15 per cent in fiscal 1991/92. 
($266 million) in 1991 against Stock officials say this has dis- 
11.48 billion ($294 million) the couraged foreign investment be- 
previous year. cause foreigners investing in dol- 


The average DSE all share lare are likely to lose on the 
price index had dropped to exchange rate when they repatri- 
296.25 points in 199l from 350.76 ate funds, having to buy back the 
in 1990. By July this year the dollar at a higher rate, 
index had climbed back to 386.98 From July 1, foreigners have 

but fell back and recently bo- been able to boy shares through 
vexed around 357 points. the DSE and repatriate 100 per 

Tbe DSE officials said the DSE cent of their profits. 


U.S. survey says corporate 
cutbacks likely to rise in 1993 


NEW YORK (AP) — Layoffc 
and job eliminations in American 
corporations could reach record 
numbers in 1993, said a survey 
released by the American Man- 
agement Association. 

It said one oat of every four of 
the companies surveyed is plan- 
ning workforce reductions by 
June 1993. That's the highest 
level since the association began 
the survey six years ago. 

“Companies will continue to 
downsize frequently and deeply 
as they seek an irreducible core of 
permanent employees,” said Eric 
■Greenberg, the association’s sur- 
vey director. 

Corporate layoffs and cutbacks 
have been a major contributor to 


companies Mamed the job cats on 
Don-economic reasons, such as 
improved staff utilization, in- 
creased automation and technol- 
ogy, and transfer of production or 
work. Beginning in 1990, tbe 
majority of companies said the 
recession was the main reason for 
the layoffs. Bnt that trend 
appears to be shifting again. 

While die weak economy is still 
responsible for the majority of 
cutbacks, 63 per cent of the com- 
panies cited it as the primary 
reason this year, down from 73 
per cent last year. 

This is important because cut- 
backs done for n on-economic 
reasons are usually permanent 
and more severe, while com- 


thc nation's sense of economic . parties often replace workers laid 
malaise, one of tbe most impor- off for recessionary reasons, Mr. 


taut issues in tbe presidential 
campaign. Bnt the study sug- 
gested that the general trend of 
workforce reductions will persist 
regardless of who wins the elec- 
tion. 

Just in the last two weeks, 
General Dynamics Corp.’s Gon- 
vair division, Westinghouse Elec-; 
trie Corp., American Airlines, 
and United Technologies Corp.’s 
Pratt and Whitney jet engine unit 
announce j substantial staff cuts. 

“Downsizing started out as a 
competitive measure, became a 
trend and now seems to be addic- 
tion,” Mr. Greenberg said. 

Until three years ago, most 


Greenberg said. 

Still, many companies that 
shrink don't need to, Mr. Green- 
berg added, saying that three- 
quarters of the businesses that 
downsize are profitable before 
they distribute the pink slips. 

The survey also showed that 
downsizing doesn't always in- 
crease profitability. It found that 
fewer than half of all companies 
that downsize increase their pro- 
fits in tbe following year. 

Worker productivity is just as 
likely to decline as to increase, 
the survey also found. “Downsiz- 
ing is certainly no ticket to im- 
proved performance,” Mr. 


Greenberg said. 

While the number of downsiz- 
ing continues to grow, com- 
panies are making slightly smaller 
cuts, the survey showed. Between 
July 1991 and June 1992, 46 per 
cent of the 836 companies sur- 
veyed cut staff by an average of 
9.3 per cent. In the previous year, 
cuts averaged 9.6 per cent. 

Middle managers are most like- 
ly to get laid off. While they make 
up eight per cent or less of the 
workforce, they accounted for an 
average of 22 per cent of tbe jobs 
lost, the survey found. 

Manufacturing enterprises are 
more likely than service com- 
panies to cut jobs, and larger 
companies more likely than smal- 
ler ones, the survey found. 

Mr. Greenberg called the re- 
sults “alarming,” adding that the 
actual number of companies that 
downsize is typically “two to 
three times higher” than the 
number that plan to do so at the 
beginning of each survey period. 

The association said the survey 
had a margin of error of plus or 
minus three percentage points. 

Based in New York, the asso- 
ciation is a not-for-profit manage- 
ment support organisation. 


DUBAI (R) — The thriving gold 
trade in Dubai is expected to rise 
to new heights this year with a 60 
per cent increase in imports and 
exports, a senior official of the 
World Gold Council said Tues- 
day. 

“I forecast an increase of over 
60 per cent for the year 1992... it 
is definitely a record," Andre 
Bisang, Middle East director of 
the Geneva-based organisation, 
told Reuters in an interview. 

He said Dubai ranks as the fifth 
most important centre for gold 
trade in the world. 

“The reason trade in Dubai is 
increasing in volume is that when 
somebody needs gold it is easier 
to come here than go to London. 
Legislation here is very good, 
cost of labour is very low, insur- 
ance cost is minimal and income 
tax is a joke compared to 
Europe,” be said. 

“People can buy the same 
piece of Italian gold jewellery at 
half the price they would buy it in 
Italy." be added. 

Mr. Bisang would not provide 
.figures on the volume of trade. 

But traders said 210 tonnes of 
gold bullion were shipped to 
Dubai between January and 
September, more than double the 
amount in the same period last 
year. 

They said bullion imports were 
expected to hit a record 260 
tonnes this year and that a large 
amount of gold jewellery was also 
reaching Dubai, where the gov- 
ernment does not impose any 
restrictions or tarrifs on the im- 
port and export of gold. 

According to official figures 
one gramme of gold sells for 
around 42 dirhams ($11). 

Mr. Bisang said a current dip in 
world gold prices and the easing 
of controls on gold imports in 
some countries like India and 
Pakistan led to a boom in Dubai's 
gold trade. 

He said Indian expatriates 
were still exporting gold from 
Dubai and other countrie’s 
through unofficial channels 
although the government in 
March allowed them to bring in 
gold. 

“The official import in India is 
going on top of what was normal- 
ly going through unofficial ways 
to India... whatever goes to India 
officially is a 'surplus. Tbe smug- 
gling goes on. I don't call it 
smuggling I call it reexport 
through parallel channels,” Mr. 
Bisang added. 

“One has to remember that not 
only India has liberalised bnt also 
its big neighbour Pakistan and 
that we will probably see an 
increase of reexport from Dubai 
to Pakistan and I am not talking 
of official or unofficial, I am jnst 
talking of reexport,” be said. 
“There is an important demand I 
believe also in Iran,” 

Mr. Bisang said traders in 
Dubai kept huge stocks of gold 
bullion. “There is an important 
stock of gold... if one bank needs 
one and a half tonnes of gold by 
tomorrow morning it will get it 
tomorrow morning. ” 

“Dubai is very liberal. There is 
no tax on gold bullion and also 
the Swiss and British bullion deal- 
ers have extremely strong rela- 
tions with this country,” be said. 

Some 80 per cent of the gold 
buffion is exported to Dubai from 
Switzerland and the rest from 
England, Mr. Bisang said. 

Mr. Bisang expected tbe gold . 
trade to boom even more in 
Dubai with more countries easing 
off restrictions on gold imports. 

“I think we will go into a time 
when more countries will open 
the door because they will realise 
that dosing the door to gold is 
impossible. India has been dos- 
ing its door to gold, bnt gold 
continued to go m,” he said. 


Lebanon popnd gains as cabinet talks end 

BEIRUT (R) — The Lebanese pound rose further against the dollar 
Tuesday as the Connery’s new prime minister ended talks on forming a 
government to save the economy. The central bank said tbe pound closed 
at 1,985 to the dollar compared with Monday’s rate of 2JJ20, bringing its 
total gain in international value to 15 per cent in tbe past week. Lebanese, 
banking on billionaire Rafik Al Hariri creating a cabinet to stop the 
economic , and social rot of 15 years of dvH war, have rushed to onload 
dollars for pounds. Official sources said Mr. Hariri was expected to name 
a 30-member cabinet later this week. The pound's rise drove down prices, 

todcdhig the cost of petrol which dropped by 13.5 per cent. The sources 
said the central tank bought some $25 milli on in U.S. currency on 
Tuesday compared to Monday’s $150 million wfatth took Lebanon's 
forrign reserves to more than J1J bflbon. Mr. Hariri, a tycoon with Saudi 


talks with members of the new 128-seat parliament on tbe shape of his 
government. “I hope to succeed in forming a government that boosts the 

— — rj - — iiuw d.to ” l» mU mwtM oft at the mMrinos. 


citizens’ confidence in their state,” he told reporters after the meetings. 
Mr. Hariri wants his team to have special powers to rebuild the country 
and stamp out corruption. The cabinet is likely to include fbiuicr warlords 
but with technocrats in charge of the economic and public services 
portfolios vital to recovery. 


' S»mi-Villa To Lot In W este rn Amman ' 

Furnished consists of: 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 2 glassed 
verandas, with telephone line and centrally heated. 

Location: Jordan University, Housing Area. 

For more I n forma ti on, call Shahatlt 
Tel- 642021 from 0:00 am. to 2M pm, 

Tel. 665595 from 4:00 to 7:00 pm 


Modem Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

Located in Shmeisani. 1st floor has 3 bedrooms, one master, a 
dining room, sitting room, and large salon. Fully equipped 
Danish kitchen, glassed-in balcony. Central & solar heating, 
intercom, lift, central TV aerial, TV and video. 

Please call 682302 - 636843, fax 823371, Amman 


Building Or Apartments For Rent 

Located in Sweifiyeh, consists of six apartments, 
each consisting of three bedrooms, spacious bath- 
rooms, salons, two verandas, separate central heat- 
ing and large garden. Located on three streets. The 
building can be rented as a whole as separate 
apartments for diplomatic missions or for com- 
panies. 

Please call tel. 810176 
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Pakistan frees 


marchers, expels 5 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan 
Tuesday released more than 100 
Kashmiri activists arrested while 
staging a banned march but ex- 
pelled five leaden of the protest 
from the part of Kashmir which it 
rules, opposition sources said. 

Kashmiri political groups in 
Pakistan meanwhile held protests 
to mark the 45th anniversary of 
die entry of the Indian army into 
Kashmir at the start of the first 
India-PaJristan war over the dis- 
puted Himalayan region. 

More than 2,000 members of 
-the rightwing Jamaat-c-IsIami 
party held a protest march in 
Islamabad and burned an effigy 
of Indian Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao. 

Pakistani police Sunday and 
Monday arrested about 140 pro- 
testers trying to cross from 
Pakistan-ruled Azad (free) Kash- 
mir into the Indian-administered 
sector. 

The raanhen sought to show support 
for a Muslim uprising in Indian- 
ruled Kashmir. 

More than 30 people were re- 
leased Monday and the rest on 
Tuesday, said a spokesman for 
the opposition Jammu and Kash- 
mir Democratic Alliance 
(JKDA), which organised the 
protest. 

The five men, including Jammu 
and , Kashmir Liberation Front 
(JKLF) chief Amannllah Khan, 
and Jammu and Kashmir Libera- 


tion League (JKLL) chief Sultan 
Mahmood Chaudhiy, were expel- 
led from the Azad Kashmir dis- 
trict of Muzafiarabad for one 
month, JKLL Secretary-General 
Khwaja Farooq Ahmad said. 

He said the police escorted the 
five to Rawalpindi near Islama- 
bad early Tuesday from a police 
lockup at Chinan, near the U.N- 
monitored ceasefire line between 
the two sectors. 

No government comment was 
immediately available. 

Mr. Chaudhiy said in a state- 
ment later that Azad Kashmir 
was under “undeclared martial 
law" and demanded the immedi- 
ate withdrawal of thousands of 
Pakistani paramilitary troops 
there. 

The five expelled, including 
JKLF senior “vice-Chainnan 
Raja Muzaffar. were among 41 
people arrested Sunday after a 
student activist was killed and 25 
people were injured in a dash 
between the protesters and Pakis- 
tani paramilitary troops. 

About 100 activists were 
arrested Monday after the police 
fired tear-gas to break up a sit-in 
by marchers who wanted to storm 
the heavily-defended ceasefire 
lin e at another point. 

JKDA leader and former Azad 
Kashmir President Sardar 
Mohammad Ibrahim, arrested 
before the start of the march on 
Saturday, was released Monday. 



Supporters of Pakistan's Jamaat-e-Idami fundamentalist party bora 
an effigy of Indian Ptfcne Minister P.V. Nandmha Rao hi Uratiad 
Taesday (AFP photo) 


Bosnian Serbs advance on Jajce as 


Muslim-Croat alliance breaks up 


SARAJEVO (R) — Scores of 
people were killed and more than 
100 wounded in a battle for the 
besieged Bosnian town of Jajce in 
what government-controlled 
radio described Tuesday as the 
town’s worst day since the war 


drcds of casualties on their for- 
mer allies. 

The loss of Jajce would be a 
heavy Mow for the Muslims, and 
that of TYavmk, if it followed, a 
disaster. 


The JKDA, says it has sus- 
pended the march and will decide 
its future course later. It has 
called for protests Wednesday 
against alleged police brutality. 

Pakistan and Azad Kashmir 
authorities used force twice early 


this year to block attempts by the 
pro-independence JKLF to cross 
the line, and 10 people were 
killed in February. 

Pakistan and India have fought 
two of their three wars over 
Kashmir. 
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Yeltsin backs Gaidar, Kozyrev 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian President Boris Yeltsin vowed 
Tuesday not to bow to conservative pressure to sack Acting Prime 
Minister Yegor Gaidar at December’s Congress of Peoples' 
Deputies. Interfax News Agency said. “At a meeting of the 
collegium of the Foreign Ministry, (Yeltsin) said he had no 
intention of ‘sacrificing’ either Acting Prime Minister Yegor 
Gaidar or Foreign Minister Andrei Kozyrev at the congress.” 
Interfax said. Mr. Yeltsin has been under increasing pressure 
from conservative groups, communists and nationalists, to sack 
key members of his reformist government and adopt alternative 
economic policies. 


Senegal’s southern province of Casamance, official sources said 
Tuesday. Rebels apparently belonging to the separatist Move- 
ment of Democratic Forces of Casamance (MFDC) attacked the 
village at about 11.00 p.m. Monday in the district of Oussouye, 
600 kilometre south of Dakar, the sources added. Six people were 
seriously wounded. The village was inhabited by people from 
northern and central Senegal who move to the south for seasonal 

fishing . 


Khmer Rouge ‘will not honour election 1 


Japanese emperor arrives in Shanghai 


SHANGHAI (AP) — Japanese Emperor Akihito, wrapping np 
an unprecedented trip to China, said Tuesday he felt satisfied his 
journey would help deepen the often fragile relations between die 
two major Asian nations. “I expressed myself frankly to the 
Chinese people," Emperor Akihito said of a toast last Friday in 
which be said he deplored the “great sufferings” Japan inflicted 
on China during World War II. His remarks, made at a banquet 
given by President Yang Shangkun, were the strongest to date by, 
an emperor regarding the war. “If people deal sincerely with each 
other heart to heart, I believe borders cm be bridged,” Emperor Akihito 
said at a brief news conference at the state guesthouse where be 
was staying. Emperor Akflnto and Empress Mkhiko arrived 
Tuesday in Shanghai, the final stop on their six-day China trip. 
Following a two-night stay in Peking the imperial couple also 
visited tiie ancient capital of Xian. 


PHNOM PENH (AP) — The Khmer Rouge says it will not 
honour the results of any election held under the current political 
circumstances in Cambodia. The Khmer Rouge signed a peace 
agreement a year ago to end a war against the Vietnamese- 
installed government. The accord authorised U.N. peacekeepers 
to stabilise the country for elections by May 1993. A senior 
Khmer Rouge official said Monday night that the U.N. 
peacekeepers, backed by Western countries, instead have been 
trying to prop up the Vietnamese-installed government so it will 
win the election and the Khmer Rouge will be destroyed. The 
Khmer Rouge, official Mak Ben said, will not. participate in or 
honour the results of a poll held under the current circumstances. 
The group has made similar statements before. “It would legalise 
the Vietnamese occupation of Cambodia. This would spell the 
end of Cambodia," be said. “So we will never accept this election 
and then there will be no peace in Cambodia.” “We came here for 
peace. Tm sorry that the (Khmer Rouge) doesn't realise that,” 
U.N. peacekeeping operation spokesman Eric Fait said Tuesday. 


North threatens to cut talks with Seoul •Gunman kills 5 in Australia 


TOKYO (AP) — Communist North Kore?. threatened Tuesday 
to break off dialogue with South Korea- if its capitalist rival 
resumes a joint military exercise with the United States next 
spring. Pyongyang’s official Korean Central News Agency said 
the warning came in a resolution adopted at a joint meeting in the 
capital among representatives from the North Korean govern- 
ment, political parties and organisations concerned. North Korea 
was referring to ’Team Spirit," an annual field exercise first held 
in 1976. It was cancelled this year to help promote dialogue 
between the two Koreas — bitter rivals since the division of their 
peninsula in 1945. But the South threatened last week to resume 
the exercise next year unless Pyongyang allowed inter-Korea 
inspections that would resolve suspicions that the North is 
developing nuclear weapons. Although the Koreas adopted a 
historical reconciliation accord in February, the nuclear issue has 
blocked an implementation of the agreement. 


SYDNEY (R) — A man armed with a shotgun killed five people 
and severely wounded two others north of Sydney late Tuesday 
before giving himself up, Australian police said. Three people 
were killed in the coastal tourist town of Terri gal, about 60 
kilometres north of Sydney, and one each in the nearby 
communities of Wyong and Batean Bay. The man, in his 40s, later 
gave himself up in the town of Toukley north of Terrigal. 


Petra Kelly buried in Germany 


Separatists kill 30 in Senegal 


DAKAR (R) — Separatist rebels killed 30 people including two 
paramilitary policemen in an attack on a fishing village in 


WUERZBURG, Germany (R) — German Greens Party founder 
Petra Kelly, found shot dead in mysterious circumstances last 
week, was buried Monday next to the grave of her half-sister in 
the southern town of Wuerzburg. Ms. Kelly, 44, was tolled by her 
partner and former army Major General Gert Bastian, 69, who 
then shot himself. Investigators are still unsure whether Ms. Kelly 
had agreed to the shooting. Some 500 friends, colleagues and 
followers paid their last respects to the passionate envi r o n mental 
and human rights activist who was buried next to her half-aster 
Grace, who died of cancer at the age of 10. Three years after 
Grace’s 1970 death, Ms. Kelly, then 26, founded a charity for 
children with cancer. 


where in Bosnia, there 
were signs that die alliance be- . 
tween Croats and Muslims 
against the Serbs was in deep 
trouble. 

The radio said the mainly Mus- 
lim Bosnian army and Croat units 
held their positions against deter- 
mined Setb assaults on Jajce, a 
central - Bosnian town, with a 
chiefly Muslim population of 
around 40,000, 160 kSometres 
north of Sarajevo. 

The Bosnian Serb army pre- 
viously said it was a matter of 
hours before Jajce fell and Tan- 
jug News Agency said street 
figh ting between Serbs and com- 
bined M uslim and Croat forces 
was going on at the approaches to 
the town. 

It said the Muslims and Croats, 
still evidently allied there, were 
retreating east towards the town 
of Travmk. 

But the Muslims could be fall- 
ing into a trap since the Groats 
turned against them in Travmk 
over the weekend, inflicting h un- 


it would mean squeezing the 
tnafnl y-Mnslim forces loyal to the 
Bosnian presidency out of a lar ge 

chunk of territory in the centre of 
their newly-independent country- 
The events in central Bosnia in 
the past few days showed the 
affian ce between M us l i m s and 
Grotty against the rebel Serbs 
was visibly collapsing. 

Sarajevo Radio said 3.000 
Muslims bad been expelled by 
Qoat troops from the small town 
of Prozor, west of the capital. 
The Bosnian army command said 
Croat shelling had reduced Pio- 
zor, whose peacetime population 
is about 20,000, to rubble. 

Croatian radio, denying the 
report, later said the Bosnian 
me<fia bad been taken in by the 
Serb Intelligence Service. 


But authorative Bosnian gov^. 
eminent sources, speaking on 
conditions of anonymity, told 
Reuters Tuesday that Bosnian 
Muslim leadership Sunday discus- 
sed Prozor and what they said 
was “the Croat problem.” 

Die sources said Bosnian Presi- 


dent Alija Izewbegovic, _ pres- 
idency member Ejup Game and 
Sefer HaHovic, the chief of the 
mainly Muslim Bosnian army, 
attended the meeting. 

They said Mr. Halil ovic press- 
ed for strong mihtaiy response to 
Croat action m Prozor but was 
“narrowly outvoted". No farther 
details were given. 

The Bosnian Serb News Agen- 
cy (SRNA) reported that Croat 
villagers around the town of 
Doboj had appealed to its Serb 
army commanders “to protect 
them from Muslim atrocities.” 
It claimed “atrocities and in- 
tolerance have intensified since 
numerous Arab Mujahideens ar- 
rived in these areas.” 
Volunteers from several. Isla- 
mic countries are known to be 
fighting on behalf of the Muslims 
— Bosnia’s largest but militarily 
weakest ethnic group. 

Bosnian Croat leader Mate 

Boban said in an interview he had 
asked Croatian President Franjo 
Tudjman to prevent these fight- 
ers from passing through his terri- 
tory. 

Mr. Boban, corroborating re- 
ports that die Croat- Mas I jin 
affian ce was virtually dead, said 
the fighters and their weapons 
could be turned against the Croa- 
tian people. 


Yeltsin cracks down on Salvation Front 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin, battling to 


save his reform policies, Tuesday 
ordered a ban on a “National 
Salvation Front” fohned-with the 
avowed object of removing him 
from power. 


ITAR-TASS News Agency 
quoted Mr. Yeltsin as saying the 
front, combining militant 
nati onalists, splinter groups of 
the banned Communist Party and 
military officers, posed a “terri- 
ble danger” to Russia. 

The front was founded Satur- 
day at a congress guarded by 
paramilitary guards in black uni - 
forms, berets and jackboots. 
Liberal opponents accused it of 
preparing a “creeping coup.” 


Mr. Yeltsin, shown on televi- 
sion, told State Secretary Gen- 
nady Bnrbufis to prepare for Us 
signature a “decre e with immedi- 
ate effect” outlawing the front. 

It would be the first ban on a 
Russian political group since the 


fVimmnnkt Party outlawed after 
a failed 1991 coop. The front’s 
leaders include a general sacked 
from his command after the abor- 
tive coop. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s decision high- 
lighted a growing crisis in the 
K remlin as conservatives rally to 
challenge reforms. Opponents in 
parliament want to limit his pow- 
ers to choose a government. 

“(The front) calls for the over- 
throw of legally c o nstitute d au- 
thorities,” Mr. Yeltsin said. “It is 
destabilising society, turns people 
against each other.” 

Anticipating Western fears of a 
general dampdown in Russia, he 
told senior diploinats to explain, 
his position to foreign govern- 
ments. “There is a terrible dan- 
ger. But in the West they don’t 
yet understand this,” he said. 


Most Western diplomats be- 
lieve that the National Salvation 
Front, combining groups 
apparently consigned to the 


fringe of Russian life, does not 
pose a threat to Mr. Yeltsin. 

But the president clearly 
viewed its possibly appeal to the 
security services — many suppor- 
ters come from the arn.y or for- 
mer KGB — as a danger. 

“Yeltsin is afraid of ns. He is 
afraid of the people’s growing 
anger against him," a front lead- 
er, Dya Konstantinov, told Reu- 
ters. “We respect the constitu- 
tion, but if we're banned, we will 
work more resolutely in whatever 
conditions we have to.” 

Parliament dealt a blow to Mr. 
Yeltsin last week by forcing a 
session of Russia’s highest legisla- 
ture, die Congress of People’s 
Deputies, for December. 

Mr. Yeltsin, fearing attacks on 
his government, had sought a 
postponment until next year. 
“The situation in Russia has 
worsened markedly with parlia- 
ment’s decision to convene a con- 
gress... in December,” TASS 
quoted him as saying. 


Kohl campaigns for Maastricht, 
rejects criticism of Germany 


DUESSELDORF, Germany (R) 
— Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
warned Tuesday against resur- 
gent nationalism in Western 
Europe and hit out against critics 
charging united Germany was too 
powerful or too selfish for the 
continent’s good. 

The Maastricht Treaty on 
European Union was the best* 
defence against nationalism and 
failure to ratify it would throw the 
European Community (EC) back 
by a generation, he told a con- 
gress of his Christian Democratic 
Union (CDU) here. 

Kpfal did not name critics he 
said were whipping np e m ot i ou s 
against Germany, accusing it of * 
shirking its European duties and 
arguing for old-fashioned 
balance-of-power coalitions to 
hem in a feared German expan- 
sionism. 

But be clearly hinted they were 
in Britain, where Bonn has been 
accused of poshing sterling out of- 
the EC’s Exchange Rate Mechan- 


ism (ERM) but intervening to 
keep the French franc stable. 

These fears of an overbearing 
Germany and turbulence in the 
ERM reinforced Germany’s sup- 
port for an integrated European 
Community, one advancing 
neither at two speeds nor at the- 
pace of its slowest member, Mr. 
Kohl added. 

“If the Maastricht Treaty is not 
implemented and we are set back 
along the road to Europe, it wi 
be more titan a generation before 
we have such a chance again,” 
said tiie chancellor, who said his 
gove rnm ent would do all it could 
to get it ratified. 

Criticism of Maastricht has 
mounted here, especially of its 
plans for a single currency, but 
Bonn will not have a referendum 
and should ratify it without prob- 
lem by the end of this year. 

“At the same time, we would - 
ran the risk that Europe’s unholy 
past would catch up with it,” Mr. 
Kohl continued. 


“Nobody should think the 
spectre of nationalism is finally 
dead in Europe or only at home 
in tiie Balkans.” 

In tins context, Mr. Kohl said 
some people were trying to whip 
up emotions by saying Germany 
was too po werf u l and must be 
hemmed in by coalitions of other 
countries. 

“This is 1992, not 1902” he 
exclaimed and added: 

“I hear people say our ties to 
France are too dose, there is a 
Paris-Bonn axis... a French- 
German hegemony. When thing; 
don't work, they accuse Germany 
of not living np to its duties. 

“Td rather be clobbered in 
public for tins — that doesn’t 
bother me at all — than have 
anyone accuse ns of not learning 
tiie lessons of history and letting 
this old enmity continue.” 

The c han cell o r said he was 
firmly against iso lating any EC 
member or trying to drive It to 
the fringes, of the Community. 



Bush mixes attacks on Clinton with policy prescriptions 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
President George Bush is begin- 
ning to flesh out his campaign 
message of “economic renewal" 
with specific ideas for im- 
plementing his plan, a move de- 
signed to persuade voters one 
week from election day that Mr. 
Bush can deliver. 

Mr. Bush pulled campaign 
overseer James Baker into the 
limelight at be dashed toward the 
Nov. 3 finish fine. 

Democratic challenger Bill 
Clinton, still leading in the 
national polls, ended tris eighth 
and final bus tour in Georgia then 
was heading to Florida to cam- 
paign for that key battleground 
state — and stayed out of the duel 
between the Republican camp 
and independent Ross Perot. 

Mr. Perot had no public events 
scheduled after his remarkable 
news conference Monday in 
which he leveled unsubstantiated 


accusations of dirty tricks by the 
attacked the 


and 


UJL Democratic presidential candidate BIB Clinton waves to suppor- 
ters at the start of a campaign bus tour of North CarnHna (AFP 
photo) 


Republicans 
media. 

Mr. Bush’s travels were taking 
him through three states where 
Mr. Clinton leads in the polls. 
Kentucky, with eight electoral 
votes,' arid Ohio, with 21, were in 
Mr. Bush's column in 1988. The 
Democrats took Iowa, with seven 
electoral votes, last time. 

The president used a friendly 
audience of hardware dealers in 
Denver Monday to attempt for 
the first time to spell out how he 
would put his economic agenda 


into practice, and to sharpen the 
focus on philosophical differences 
with Mr. Clinton. 

Mr. Bush said he would take 
these steps to get his economic 
plan into action after Nov. 3: 

— Create a*“steering group” of 
members of Congress to make 
sure his legislative proposals for 
the economy don't gcr bogged 
down io partisan bickering. 

— Meet with each new mem- 
ber of Congress before the leg- 
islative body convens in January. 
He said there would be at least 
100 new members in the coming 
session of Congress, and that this 
would smooth the way for his 
proposals. 

— Assemble a “defence con- 
version council” to plan ways of 
converting military production 
fines to civilian uses and to retrain 
military personnel. To pay for 
this he said he would cr e at e a 
“fond for future generations” to 
provide seed money to promote 
joint ventures between defence- 
arid civilian companies “to use 
tiie knowledge we’ve gained from 
bmkfing weapons to build a stron- 
ger economy.” 

— Make sore that $150 billion 
in new federal funds for 1 highways . 
“gets to the states just as soon as 
possible and get those steamrol- 
lers moving quickly ” 

Later, in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, Mr. Bush returned to the 
theme that has .dominated his 
recent campaign speeches: Mr. 
Clinton can’t be trusted and 


won’t win despite what the polls 
say. 

, “Ignore the pundits, annoy the 
media, let die people decide 
who’s going to win this election,” 
Mr. Bosh shouted as an enor- 
mous pink, inflated pig floated 
overhead. “The reason I’ll win 
this election is I’ve tried very hard 
to keep tiie public trust.” 

Mr. Perot Monday backed 
angrily away from his charges of 
Republican “dirty tricks” as 
White House spokesman Marlin 
Fitzwater called the Texan a “pa- 
ranoid person” with “crazy 
theories." 

The Republicans also urged 
voters to switch to President Bush 
from Mr. Perot just eight days 
before the Nov. 3 election — an 
effort to capitalise on a sadden 
shrinking of Democratic candi- 
date Bm Clinton’s opinion poll 
leads. 

A CNN/USA Today/Gallup 
poll taken Friday and Saturday 
showed Mr. Clinton’s lead over 
Mr. Bush down to 7 points, 39 to 
32 per cent, with Mr. Perot at 20 
per cent. 

Just last week Mr. Clinton was 
ahead by double digits. 

Aware the race could slip out 
of his grasp in the final full week 
before votes are cast, Mr. Clinton 
campaigned hard and fast Mon- 
day, setting out on yet another 
southern bus trip. 

1 Although he has lost his for- 
midable lead over Mr. Bush due 
to the late surge for Mr. Perot, a 


CKuton campaign pollster said 
Monday he thought Mr. Perot 
had gone as high as be would. 

“I think he has peaked,” Stan 
Greenberg told Reutera in Mr. 
Oration's Arkansas headquarters. 
“He’s a bump, not a rise.” 

It was unclear bow the latest 
fra c 

s ov er smear tactics would play 
with a public more interested jn 
the nitty-gritty of everyday fife 
than sensational scandal. Bat the 
focus from both major parties on 
long-shot Perot shows tiie Tex- 
an’s power to muddy tiie race in a 
strange election year. 

In changing tacks on the smear 
' campaign, Mr. Perot urged the 
media Monday to drop it and get 
back to tiie issues. 

“What this has to do with 
anything current I don’t know,” 
“be told reporters at a surprise 
news conference in Dallas. 

Mr. Perot said Sunday be drop- 
ped out of tiie race in July due to 
“dirty tricks” by the Repnbficans, 1 
who he sgid threatened to smear* 
his daughter Caroline and disr u pt 
her wedding. 

But on Monday, the indepen- 
dent candidate said be took a 
White House denial at face value, 
Masting reporters for twisting the 
facts time and again. 

“I didn’t want anythin e on this 
to come op because of Carofine. 
But I accept tbeir denial” Mr. 
Perot said. 

“As you run your bizarre stor- 
ies and your twisted, slanted stor- 


ies, just remember that on multi- 
ple occasions the Republican Par- 
ty had a chance to look me in the 
eye and say ’Ross, after yon told 
us about this we looked into it 
and there’s not a word of truth to 
it.’ Nobody ever brought it up.” 

Mr. Fftzwater again denied Mr. 
Perot’s ori ginal accusations as 
“ludicrous,” and launched a 
sharp, unusually personal attack 
on the billio nair e businessman. 

“I think the news media needs 
.to look Into this,” he said. 
“...They’re the only ones left who 
can investigate this and prevent 
ns from electing a paranoid per- 
son who has delusions. This man 
cannot simply see the truth.” 

“Pm askin g a responsible news 
media, who’s going to listen to 
tins man’s charges and cany bis 
crazy theories, to at least look 
into the veracity and report to the 
American people,” Mr. Fitzwater 
said. 

Honrs earlier Vice President 
Dan Qnayie courted Perot back- 
era. 

“I’d like to main* an appeal to 
foe Ross Perot supporters,” Mr. 
Qnayie told ABCs Good Morn- 
ing America. “This president is 
the one that can shake, tilings np. 
We’re the ones for change.” 

Mr. Clinton, appearing on 
OBS’s This Moming prog ramm e, 
said the appeal toPerot backers 
one day after the “tfirty tricks" 
war was a despe ra te tactic. He 
said Perot sup p o rte rs should back 
him. 



Governor- 
general makes firct 
parachute jump 


WELLINGTON (R) - 
Zealand Governor-General 
Dame Catherine Tizard made her 
first parachute jump Tuesday rad 
said it was the timB of her life, 
Harassed to experienced para- 7 
chutist Mac MacCanby. 61-year- 1 
old Dame Catherine — the Brit. 


UIU LSOIMW VH— 

ish queen’s representative in New 
Zealand — leapt from a light 


plane 2,800 metres above the 
seaside town of Paraparaumu, 30 
kilometres north of Wellington, 

to raise money for a chanty for 
the blind. “It was a wonderful 
excuse for doing something I’ve 
wanted to do ail my fife- Isn't it 
nice to know you're never too 
old? 'It was the thrill of a 
lifetime,” she said after landing 
near the target in perfect weath- 




er. ' 


Queen Elizabeth 
attends show 
in her honour 


LONDON (AP) — Queen Eli- 
zabeth II, who this year is celeb- 
rating the 40th anniversary of her 
accession, attended a spectacular 
show dedicated to British succes- 
ses in entertainment, sport and 
industry since she came to the 
throne in 1952. The show, orga- 
nised by a body called foe Royal 
Anniversary Trust as a salute to 
the monarch, was supposed to 
last 90 minutes but overran by 
another 75 minutes. London's 
Earls Court Exhibition- Centre 
was transformed into a gut 
stage as the queen and her family 
watched from the royal box. At 
one point, the stage held hun- 
dreds of members of a choir 
full orchestra and cavalrymen 
with horses and cmnous. 
show also featured dancers of the ~ } 
Royal Ball and sporting heroes 
like Sir Roger Bannister, who in 
1954 became the first man in die 
history of athletics to run a mile 
(1.6 km) in under 4 minutes, and 
runner Steve Cram. The queen, 
in keeping with tradition, came to 
the throne immediately on the 
death of her father. King Geoige 
VI, on Feb. 6, 1952. She was 
crowned on June 2, 1953. 
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Austral Ian lotto 
man breaks good 
news to himself 


dabbed “Mr. Mtifions” because 
he breaks the news to big lottery 
winners was congratulating him- 
self Tuesday after picking all six 
correct numbers and winning a 
first prize. Glyn Parry, 37, won 
Australian dollar 104,000 
($74,000) as one of 10 players to 
share the top division of the New 
South Wales bi-weekly competi- 
tion, a spokeswoman for Lotto, 
said. “Now I know how all t\ 
people realty feel. I'm like jelly 
inside,” Mr. Parry told reporters. 
Mr. Party, who each week gives 
away at least Australian dollan 1 
milli on ($710,000) on Mondays 
and Australia n dollars 500,000 
($355,000) Thursdays, was celeb- 
rating with the champagne be 
always takes with him to winners' 
homes. He has handed over near- 
Australian dollars 200 mSfion 
142 millioa) in the past two 
years. 
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Ukrainian 
counterfeiters 
think small 


KIEV (R) — Counterfeiters in 
western Ukraine, in a new rose to^p 
best vigilant shop assistants, have 
printed smaller denominations of 
the increasingly worthless Ukrae - 
man coupon. Police confiscated 
counterfeit notes of 25 and 50 
denomination coupons in six 
towns in Volyn district bordering 
Poland, Ukrainian Television 
said. Monthly, salaries avenge 
about 4,000 coupons — the in- 
terim Ukrainian currency pend- 
ing introduction of a separate 
currency — and a 50-coupon note ' 
era buy less than a kg (two 
unds) of tomatoes or apples at 
e market prices. The television .i 
also reported on op era tions; ttr - 
round up counterfeit notes is 
eastern Ukraine, where shops 
and street routinely check notes JL 
of 100 or 200 coupons. - ft 


Poisonous snakes 
popular among 
drug dealers 


BOULDER, Colorado (R) — ■ 

Drug dealers are increasingly u»- 
nig -poisonous snakes to gnaid" *• 


sometimes to transport tu- 
traband, the University of 
orado at Boulder said. D 
Cterar, an animal behavio 
m the university’s Psychology 
P®tfo*nt, said a large variel 
mghly venomous reptiles 
been found with drug ‘ 
mduding rattle snakes.' 
Aron vipers and tiger 
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